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Arms and the Moncey 


THE COST OF ARMAMENTS 


f] Navy 
R Air 


OW that the arms race between the Powers is proceeding 
apace the rivals accuse one another of being’ responsible. 


Germany recalls that she was forcibly disarmed in 1918, and charges 
the Allies with having failed to implement their pledges that this would 


lead to general disarmament. 


Many British politicians have said at one time or another that Britain “ tried 
disarmament ” and. only, started to rearm when. fhe. other henge failed to follow ..her. 


example.” 


The following article examines this argument, 


frequently to meet.. 


which pacifist 


By FRANK R. HANC OCK 


Prospective Labour Candidate for Monmouth 


Vivc# of the argument for rearmament 

rests on the assumption that we dis- 
ariued after the War, but that no one fol- 
lowed our example. German rearmament 
(since 1935) is based on the assumption that 
the Allies did not reduce their armaments, 
according to their solemn undertaking to 
Germany. 

lor example, just prior to the general 
election of 1931 the Navy League sent an 
appeal to candidates, of which the follow- 
in;; is an extract: 

* We have seen our Fleet reduced to such 
an amount that it is very doubtful if we 
could protect our seaborne commerce and 
food supplies if we were attacked. We have 
at the same time seen the armed forces of 
all other nations increasing, and their ship- 
building programmes being continually 
auumented, 

“In short, our ‘gestures to the world’ for 
revtuctions of armaments “ haye resulted in 
the encouragement of other nations to out- 
stiip us in force, and especially in sea 
power." 

At that time (1931) the German {lect was 
non-existent, and the British, American, 
amd Japanese fleets regulated by the ratio 
of 5: 5: 3. Britain, then, was the only 
European Power with a great battleship 
fleot, consisting of 15 super-dreadnoughts, 
(three of them, the Nelson, the Rodney, 
and the Hood, still unmatched in the navies 
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of the world) which alone cost £7,000,000 a 
year in upkeep. 

In 1933 Lord Lloyd said, “ We entered the 
war as the greatest sea-power. There is 
no doubt our Navy has been shamelully re- 
duced and our naval supremacy has gone.” 


Yet in 1936 Mr. Winston Churchill said, 
“Of the British Flect I can speak with par- 
ticular assurance. It is certainly far 
stronger in relation to any fleet, or combina- 
tion of fleets in Europe, than it was in 1914.” 


The actual armament figures of this 
country for the past years are as follows:— 

Year C 

1893 

1913-14 

1924-25 

1925-26 

1926-27 

1927-28 ee ae 117 

1928-29 os ae 113 

1929-30 113 

(London Navat Treaty, signed 1930) 

1930-31 110° 

(Price levels fell ‘nearly torty percent during 
the period 1024-30), 

1931-32 ee 

1932-33 ee 

1933-34 
(1931-34 was the 
crisis. ') 

1934-35 o 

1933-36 ee. 

1936-37 ow 

1937-38 

1898-39 406 

1939-40 (estimates) 580 


These figures show a sustained armament 
programme, with only slight devia- 
tions from year to year. The average for 
the eleven years, 1924-1935, is £112 millions 
a year, the highest being £7 millions above, 
and the lowest £10 millions below. 

The following table shows reductions in 
the land forces of European Powers. 

1913 


33 millions 
T7 
114 
119 
116 


on ee 


107 millions 
102—~C(«;, 
107 ~ 

the 


ee oa * 


period of “* financial 
113 millions 
“156 
186 
283 


1932 
247,250 192,077 
890,000) §52,000 
Period of training 
reduced to about 

one half. 

1,300,000 §95,000 
850,000 100,000 
(and no reservists) 

By 204,000 200,000 
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As a pacifist 
speaker FRANK 
HANCOCK has 
often dealt from the 
platform with the 
false argument he 
demolishes in this 
article. 

Though he was 
known to be « paci- 
fist he contested 
Lewes as a Labour 
candidate at more 
than one general 
election. 

When, however, 
the local © Labour 
Party desired to 
adopt him at their 
candidate in a by- 
election, the Party's 
headquarters refused 
to endorse his 
candidature. 
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Qj Civil Defence 


The diagram shows the cost of our defence expenditure in 1913-14 
and in the years since 1922-3. 
rough, the final figures for the variousservices being as yet unpublished; 
the 1939-40 figures are those of the Estimates. 


The division of the 1938-9 total is only 


Tho distribution of rearmament expenditure between taxation and 
loans since the five-year programme began is also shown. 


\ ~By courtesy of Manchaster Guardian 


Why the Nazis Won ’t Listen 


to “Reason” 


« ).. That happy future must remain a 
dream until Germany drops her unjust 
suspicions and shows that she is sincerely 
desirous of talking reuson with reasonable 
people.”—Mr. Chamberlain. 

“We want no promises from London, but 
deeds.”—Dr. Goebbels. 


"THERE you have Anglo-German relations 
in a nut-shell—or, at any rate, relations 
between the two Governments. 

On the face of it, all the right is on our 
side. We are patient, peace-loving people, 
only too willing to talk peace with anyone 
in a similar frame of mind. The Nazis are 
simply out to get what they can, and won't 
behave like reasonable men. 

Or so we are led to think. 

The chief paper in this country that 
speaks for the Government puts on a most 
pained tone. It says how dangcrous it is 
for the Nazi leaders to refuse to believe 
the perfectly plain_ statements made by 
British statesmen. 

But—" Why should we worry? This ever- 
lasting talk cuts no ice,” say the Nazis. 

To frighten them, the same newspaper 
goc3 on to talk about the good old British 


by the Plain Man 


bulldog. Germans and Italians, I read, “do 
not realize that a bulldog, however much 
provoked, does not yap or bark before he 
bites; but when he bites he does not let yo.” 

Still the German press cumpaign against 
Great Britain goes on—bulldog or no bull- 
dog. 

* 


THIS almost childish behaviour would be 
as _ funny if it wasn’t so dangerous. But 
ic it goes on long enough it may lead to 
war. That would show how little we learn 
from our mistakes, for the whole business 
iz a direct result of the last war. 

I won’t say much about ourselves for the 
moment. It’s the attitude in Germany that 
needs our understanding. 

Dr. Goebbels said, in effect: “We don't 
care what Mr, Chamberlain says about the 
good results that would follow Anglo- 
German co-operation. Whatever the British 
say, we judge them by their acts. Their 
foreign policy is now one of encircling Ger- 
many. Talk about peace is nonsense if you 
are trying to prevent Germany from getting 
justice.” 

. (Continued on page 3) 
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We Thought This Worth Reprinting 


\ 


How Non-Violent Resistance 
Could Prevent Invasion 


¥ 


7 have repeatedly received requests from readers to republish 
excerpts from outstanding statements of the pacifist case : 


excerpts which really stand on their own merits, though divorced 


from their original context. 


Pressure on space alone has prevented us from adopting this suggestion 


before now. 


We begin our series, “ We Thought This Worth Reprinting...”, by an excerpt 
from an early work by enue most brilliant exponents of the pacifist case— 


Bertrand Russell. 


The excerpt is from his war-time pamphlet Justice in Wartime, quoted by 
C. E. M. Joad in his recent Penguin Special, Why War? 


By BERTRAND RUSSELL 


ET us suppose all home opposition over- 
come, and a force despatched to Eng- 
land to take possession of the country. 
Such a force, since it would meet with no 
military opposition, would not need to be 
large, and would not be in the state of 
mingled fear and ferocity which charac- 
terises an invading army among a hostile 
population. There would be no difficulty 
in preserving military discipline, and no 
opportunity for the rap2 and rapine which 
have always been displayed by troops after 
victory in battle. There would be no glory 
to be won, not even enough to earn on? iron 
cross. The Germans could not congratu- 
late themselves upon their military 
prowess, or imagine that they were display- 
ing the stern self-abnegation believed to be 
shown by willingness to die in the fight. 
‘Ta the soldierly mind, the whole expedi- 
tion would be ridiculous, causing a feeling 
of disgust instead of pride. Perhaps a 
few impudent street-boys might have to 
have their ears boxed, but otherwise there 
would be nothing to lend dignity to the 
expedition. 


However, we will suppose the invading 
army arrived in Landon, where they would 
evict the King from Buckingham Palace 
and the Members from the House of Com- 
mons. A few able bureaucrats would be 
brought over from Berlin to consult with 
the Civil Servants in Whitehall as to the 
new laws by which the reign of Kultur was 
to be inaugurated. No difficulty would be 
expected in managing so tame a nation, and 
at first almost all the existing officials 
would be contirmed in their offices. For 
the government of a large modern State is 
a complicated matter, and it would be 
thought well to facilitate the transition by 
the help of men familiar with the existing 
machinery. 


Courage Needed 


But at this point if the nation showed as 
much courage as it has always shown in 
fighting difficulties would begin. All the 
existing officials would refuse to co-operate 
with the Germans. Some of the more 
prominent would be imprisoned, perhaps 
even shot, in order to encourage the others. 
But if the others held firm, if they refused 
to recognise or transmit any order given 
by Germans, if they continued to carry out 
the decrees previously made by the English 
Parliament and the English Government, 
the Germans would have to dismiss them 
all, even to the humblest postman, and call 
in German talent to fill the breach. 


The dismissed officials could not all be 
imprisoned or shot; since no fighting would 
have occurred, such wholesale brutality 
would be out of the question. And it would 
be very difficult for the Germans suddenly, 
out of nothing, to create an administrative 
machine. Whatever edicts they might 
issue would be quietly ignored by the popu- 
lation. If they ordered that German 
should be the language taught in schools, 
the schoolmasters would go on as if no such 
order had been issued; if the schoolmasters 
were dismissed, the parents would no lon- 
ver send the children to school. If they 
ordered that English young men should 
undergo military service, the young men 
would simply refuse; after shooting a few, 
the Germans would have to give up the 
r*tempt in despair. If they tried to raise 
revenue by customs duties at the ports, they 


would have to have German customs 
officers; this would lead to a strike of all 
the dock labourers, so that this way of 
raising revenue would become impossible. 
If they tried to take over the railways, 
there would be a strike of the railway 
servants, Whatever they touched would 
instantly become paralysed, and it would 
soon be evident, even to them, that 


nothing was to be made out of England 
unless the populaticn could be conciliated. 


Such a method of dealing with invasion 
would, of course, require fortitude and 
discipline. But fortitude and discipline are 
required in war. For ages past Education 
has been largely directed to producing 
these qualities for the sake of war. They 
now exist so widely that in every civilized 
country almost every man is willing to die 
on the battlefield whenever his government 
thinks the moment suitable. The same cou- 
rage and idealism which are now put into 
war could quite easily be directed by edu- 
cation into the channel of passive resist- 
ance. *I do not know what losses England 
may suffer before the present war is ended, 
but if they amount to a million no one will 
be surprised. An immensely smaller num- 
ber of losses, incurred in passive resistance, 
would prove to any invading army that the 
task of subjecting England to alien domin- 
ation was an impossible one. And this 
proof would be made once for all, without 
dependence upon the doubtful accidents of 
war. 


The Remedy 


pN the main street at Southwick, 

Sussex, these two notices are 

posted side by side on a church: ...... 
* 

in 


We shall continue to hide 
trenches so long as we continue to 
hate. 


* 
Public Lecture: How to dig an ARP 
trench, by N. Bridger-Sage. 


“MOTHERS CAN 
STOP WAR” 


An appeal to the mothers of Egypt to 
“form a powerful barrier, capable of stcn- 
ping war,” has been issued by the Ecyptian 
Section of the Ligue Internationale des 
Femmes pour La Paix et la Liberté. 
(Women’s International League for Peace 
and Liberty.) 

“If millions and millions of women unite 
in a common will, and organize themselves 
resolutely to save peace, peace can be 
saved,” it points out. 


Beauty & the Beast 


A well-known firm of manufacturers of 
beauty preparations is finding great diffi-- 


culty in supplying the demand for lipsticks. 

The machinery normally used in the pro- 
duction of lipstick cases, they say, is now, 
being used to manufacture cartridge cascs, 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Next Steps Against Conscription 
Government View on Sovereignty 
And on International Friendship 


IF there is a deadlock in the international 
sphere, there seems to be something like 
stagnation at home. . 

At any rate there is no sign of any official 
move in the direction of building up 
peaceful conditions. If anything, trial 
blackouts and other ARP exercises (or 
“education,” as The Times calls them) 
suggest a tendency to intensify war con- 
ditions, 

Certainly there is no official move on the 
conscription issue, except for the decision 
as to where tribunals will be set up. The 
provisionally vegistered conscientious ob- 
jectors still await notice to appear before 
the tribunals. 


Not so with the peace movement, how- 
ever, which is always looking to the next 
step. 

This week's mass meeting in London has 
been the latest big move in the fight against 
conscription. But in quieter ways it is 
being carried on up and down the country, 
by groups and individuals. 

The suggestion that individual pacifists 
should write to their members of Par- 
liament opposing conscription is gaining 
support. 

Even better, suggest the secretary and 
assistant secretary of the King’s Lynn, 
Norfolk, group of the Peace Pledge Union, 
would be personal visits to MPs by deputa- 
tions from local groups. Specifically, they 
urge a nation-wide effort on these lines 
calling upon every MP to do his utmost to 
reduce the duration of the Military Training 
Act to one year. 

A Sheffield reader suggests that every 
PPU member should write cirect to the 
PriME MINISTER to make him “ realize fully 
that he has no mandate, moral or otherwise, 
from the people” for conscription. 


What Government Says 


WHILE it is only to be expected that the 
idea of a federal union of States 
(which is discussed elsewhere in this issue) 
will need to be much more widely spread 
than it is now, by years of patient propa- 
ganda, people will already be wondering 
what our Government's attitude is likely to 
be and whether it will take an active part 
in bringing it about. 

Mr. RecInaALp W. SORENSEN, MP, tried to 
find out by questioning the Prime MINISTER 
in the House of Commons last week. Mn. 


Butter (Under-Secretary for Foreign 
Affairs), who replied, was not very informa- 
tive. He said: 


His Majesty's Government are fully aware 
of the desire among many nations for as wide 


a measure of international co-operation as pos- 
sible, and will always, as the Prime Minister 
has stated on numerous occasions, be ready to 
consider any useful suggestions to achieve that 
end. His Majesty's Government's attitude is 
well known to all, and the present circum- 
stances do not seem propitious for any initiative 
such as that mentioned by the hon. Member, 
Mr. SORENSEN questioned the last asser- 
tion “in view of the considerable public 
opinion which is being organized in 
America.” Mr. Butter replied: “There 
are certain’ difficulties gt this moment.” 


And What Ic Thinks 


WUT perhaps it was the same junior 

Minister’s reply to another question put 
by the same member a few minutes later 
that provided the real answer to the first 
question, 

Mr. SORENSEN asked the Prime MINISTER 
whether he will ensure that the function of 
the Foreign Publicity Department of the 
Foreign Office will be primarily to publicize 
those principles of international justice, co- 
operation, and peace, to which Great Britain 
subscribes, and for which it would make 
appropriate sacrifices, rather than to defend 
and advocate the virtues of British diplo- 
matic, economic, and imperial interests ? 

Mr. BuT er assured the hon. Member that 
“none of the causes for which Great Britain 
stands and in which her interests are in- 
volved will.be overlooked,” so Mr. SORENSEN 
asked if Mn. Buter identified British im- 
perial interests with interna‘ional justice, 
or if there was some discrimination between 
the two, 

The Under-Secretary’s reply that “ British 
imperial interests are just” seems to me to 
indicate as clearly as any direct answer 
could what the Government really feels 
about the sinking of: national sovereignty 
in a federal union. : 


ee Mall Consideration °’ 
NOTHER matter in which .members 
of the Peace Pledge Union are speci- 
ally interested just now was aiso the subject 
of a question in the House, put on the same 
day by the same member. 


I refer to the effort to maintain friend- 
ship between the peoples who would be 
called upon to destroy one another if the 
enmity between their leaders and the differ- 
ences between their outlooks were allowed 
to lead their countries into war. Mr. 
SORENSEN’S question to the Prime MINISTER 
was: 

- Whether, in order to minimize popular mis- 

conceptions and to disseminate more accurate 

information, he will consider upproaching the 

German and Italian Governments with a pro- 

posal to arrange or facilitate the exchange of 
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visits between representative British, German, 
and Italian groups who would be free to con- 


sider and discuss international problems, and, 
if possible, secure publication in each country 


of the respective viewpoints expressed in their’ 


gatherings ? 
Mr. Butter’s reply is interesting: 

Visits by private groups, particularly to and 
from Germany, have taken place in the past 
und have been encouraged by the authorities 
in both countries. Whilst my Noble Friend 
would be glad to sec them extended there are 
certain difficulties in the proposal made by the 
hon. Member, - 


He added that Lord Halifax would give 
“full consideration to the matter.” ‘ 


Friendship Now? 
YE need for immediate action for inter- 
national friendship is brought home by 
a correspondent whose wartime experience 
of trying to understand the German point 
of view showed how hopeless it was to 
leave it till then. 

My correspondent, Mr. Davin A. Peat, of 
Brighton, quotes the following from Dr. 
W. E, Orcnanp's book, From Faith to Faith: 

“-Soon after the outbreak of war the German 


evangelical leaders had written @ letter to their - 


British brethren attempting to justify the position 
their country had taken up. This was replied to 
by a letter bearing the signatures of leaders in 
the Church of England und Nonconformists. This 
only brought a further fefence from the German 
side, and was such that the ecclesiastical signa- 
tories on our side felt that further correspondence 
was useless. 

“The Fellowship of Reconcillation decided to 
take up the duty of replying, trying to approach 
the whole matter from the religious and inter- 
national, rather than from the political and 
national point of view. I was given the task of 
writing the letter. It had no reply, if for no 
other reason than that by this time such Inter- 
changes of opinion had become forbidden.” 


George Lausbury 
THE friends of the veteran pacifist, 
Geornce Lanssury, arranged some 
months ugo for a portrait bust of him to be 
made by the refugce sculptor, Mr. Josern 
Auno. 

This, executed in bronze, is now finished, 
and it will be presented to him by Barrow 
Capsury at a public mecting in the large 
hall in Friends House, Euston Road, Lon- 
don, next Thursday (July 6) at 8 o'clock. 

The Master of Christ's College, Cam- 
bridge (CaNoN CuaRLes E. Raven) will 


preside, and short speeches will be made - 


by representatives of the various causes 
supported by Georce Lanspury in his long 
and active public life. These will include 
Proresson NorMan Bentwicu, the Rev. 
Henry Carter, Mr. Isaac Foot, PHoresson 
C. E. M. Joan, Lonp Ponsonsy and the 
Mayor oF Popiar. 


HSM. 


———— —-+ 
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Why the Nazis Won't= 


Listen to Reason 


(Continued from page 1) 

Now that sort of argument will make a 
fieat appeal to most Germans. For, long 
before the Nazis came to power, Germany 
hud statesmen who were only too willing 
to talk about peace. 

‘That was in the years just after the War, 
wiien Germany had none of the weapons 
that a “Great” Power likes to have in its 
hind while it is bargaining with others. 

she had lost territory; her navy had been 
sunk; she had been starved by a blockade 
that continued for months after the 
‘Avmistice; she had been told to pay fan- 
ti :tic sums as reparations. 

The British bulldog (and others) had been 
up to his tricks again, and was not anxious 
to lel go. 


1 he result was a time of humiliation for : 


Germany, then of mass unemployment. 


‘Altogether a wicked “ peace "—and it ex-= 


plains largely why the Nazis gained power. 
; ‘Lhe people got tired* of politicians who 
put up with the inferior position imposed 
on Germany. So out those politicians went, 
and in came men who cared nothing for 
the usual notions of “ polite” behaviour be- 
dvecen nations. Other nations had taken 
what they wanted, when they could get it. 
Germany had tried sweet reasonableness 
and had been ignored. Talk had failed; 
Germany was in the mood to let Hitler act. 


* 


NZOU notice I’ve said nothing about the 
rightness or wrongness of the Nazis’ 
claims. I don't think that’s the main point 
s First we have to end the notion that we 
are out for our own ends at the expense of 
others. And that, as Dr. Goebbels said, can 
only be done by deeds, not promises. 
- Suppose for a moment that Great Britain 
called a world conference to discuss how 
the world's wealth could be more fairly 
sharcd; suppose Great Britain proceeded to 
five up any advantage she had gained from 
the Great War; suppose that, where this 
ineant giving up territory, for the time 
Lheinst such land was transferred to a com- 
laission on which all “Great” Powers were 
cntitled to sit; and finally, suppose Britain 
avas so determined to end the reign cf fear 
in Europe that she started to reduce her 
armaments. 
' Then try and suppose, if you can, the 
Nazi press chiefs waging a successful cam- 
paign to work up German feeling ayainst 


‘ Britain on the grounds that she was talking 


peace while preparing for war. They just 
couldn’t do it, any more than they could 
prevent Germans from realizing that the 
British had taken a step that would scon 
inake them happier, safer, and, in the long 
run, better off. 

' Fantastic, you think? Not so fantastic as 
the present position, where we say how 
peaceful we are and do nothing to prove it, 
while the shadow of war hovers over an 
uneusy world. 


Our Topsy (Turvy) 
Empire 


IT *\ JUST GROWED,” 
according to 
the Army 


"THE following description of “how 

the Empire happened,” [from a 
War Office recruiting pamphiet, will 
no doubt be of interest to the young 
men who will shortly find themselves 
in the Arny: 

“The history of our Empire, or Free 
Commonwealth of Nations as it has 
now become, is too great a subject to 
be discussed here, but one puint 
should be noted. 

“The Empire was never acquired of 
set purpose or from any lust of con- 
quest. It was founded by our in- 
domitable merchant venturers and 
roving seamen, who from the time of 
Queen Elizabeth onwards were for 
ever seeking fresh lands and extend- 
ing the boundaries of our commerce. 

“Naturally, British possession of 
these valuable trading centres did not 
zo undisputed. In successive cen- 
turies, to maintain our hold, we had 
to fight the Spanish, the Dutch, and 
the French, and ultimately the British 
suldier was the man called in to do 
the fighting. 

“In the end, when all was over and 
the world had settled down, we found 
ourselyes possesscd of an Empire 
which had largely created itself but 
was now too vast and unwieldly to be 
leit any longer under private control. 
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following the War. 
If only that opportunity had 


=  Tex-Servicemen ! 


proved false. 


INN 


wish to kill. 


TMA 


against war.” 
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result of a long series of missed opportunities for making a 


This message, translated from the Berliner Tageblatt of August 
28, 1920, and signed by the “ Ex-Servicemen’s Peace Alliance,” 
indicates the mood in which Germany was in the years imincdiately 


what might now have been the position ? 


Comrades ! 
= August 1, the day which six years ago brought the maddest of all 
= wars over the world and mankind, to procluim your will for peace. 
= Your hope that the new war in the East would soon come to an end,. 
= that reason would conquer crude, murderous force, has up to today 
Militarism still triumphs. 


“In this situation we beg you, comrades, not to hesitate in open 
public confession of your conviclion and to combat resolutely war 
= madness, wherever it may show itself. - 


“ And you others, you who did not serve in the War, but hold 
our opinions, join the Army of Life—the.army of those who do not = 
Support us, as far as lies in 
Friends of Peace, mobilize now for the only justifiable war—for war = 
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: T HE present tension in Europe has offen been described as the 
= real settlement. 
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been taken to build a real peace, 


We appealed to you on = 
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our power, comrades,. = 


Student Objector Sentenced 
to 2 Years in Jail 


result of his sulferings in prison, and later re-arrested, Pierre 


Rasaeeri only two months ago in very bad health as a 


Martin, 21-year-old French 
further two years’ imprisonment 
two years’ military training. 


“T refuse to learn how to use weapons 
for the destruction of mankind,” he told 
the court. “My conscience forbids me.” 

After serving his sentence Martin will 
be required to do two years in a “special 


. 


regiment.” : h ‘4 R 
Pierre Martin was wrongly described by 
the Daily Express as “the first conscientious 
objector France has had for many years.” 
Actually more than twenty war resisters 
were expected to be imprisoned recently. 


Not only are resisters punished for actual 
refusal of military service; heavy penalties 
are imposed on those who give expression 
to their views in pacifist newspapers and 
pamphlets. 


Stand Against Militarism 

His stand against the French military 
machine was described by Reginald Rey- 
nolds in “An Open Letter to a Man of 
Twenty” published in Peace News.on June 
2. In that article sympathizers with Martin 
were invited to write to M. le Ministre de 
Ja Guerre, M. Edouard Daladier, Rue St. 
Dominique, Paris, to indicate disapproval 
of the treatment meted out to this con- 
scientious objector. 

A similar request was circulated to paci- 
fists in the United States. 

The case has also been given publicity 
by leading French pacifist organizations 
and journals. M. Jean Giono, well-known 
French pacifist, recently asked M. Daladier, 
Premier and War Minister, for a com- 
mission of inquiry to report on the physical 
state of Pierre Martin and the conditions 
under which he was being detained. 


What He Suffered 


Martin was originally arrested in Febru- 
ary, 1938, for refusal to perform military 
service, and was released on March 3, 1939, 
in very poor health. 

He returned to his home town of 
Chartres, where he lived with his mother, 
but six days after his release he was re- 
arrested and taken to Metz, where he was 
supposed to join the regiment to which he 
had originally been allocated. 

On arrival at Metz he was so ill that he 
had to be taken to hospital. Later he was 
removed to a cell where the ventilation 
was cut off by covering the window with 
shutters, 

Medical attention was at this time denied 
him, and only by a hunger strike was he 
able to secure his removal to an infirmary 
at Metz. 


He has made it clear that he is willing 
to do civil service in place of the military 
| Service demanded of him. 


law student, was sentenced to a 
last Friday for refusal to do his 


opening of Dick Sheppard House, 
=: every member should “be a brick” and help 


3 


Any More “Bricks”? 


HAvE you sent your contribution to the 


“Brick Fund” yet? 
Laurence Housman suggested at the 


that 


- 
° 


pay for the house by sponsoring one of 
the 124,000 bricks of which it is buill. 


Up to Wednesday morning 
LLGAG 


‘bricks had been sponsored. 
Mr. Frank B. Middleton, accountant of 


= the PPU, will be glad to receive any 
further contributions at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


Indian Paper’s Plea 
To Churches _ 

The Indian Christian Patriot, a weekly 
paper published in South India, but read 
also in the North, takes a strong, construc- 
tive pacifist line. It urges the need for 
churches to take part in the reconstruction 


of the world, and ‘adds: 
“What the world requires is a Church recon- 


structed out of the institutional Churches of 


the world. The dedicated sections, wherever 
they be, must be linked togcther by motives of 
love and purity and sacrifice; they must cut 
through the existing Church and world organiz- 
ations, cut through capitalism and communism, 
cut through the institutional religions and faiths 


If? and declare in unmistakable terms Christ's mes- 


sage of love and sacrifice and demonstrate its 
heroism by standing by the message it gives 
through suffering and death. It Is only then 
that a change of heart can be expected in the 
world and in the world’s attitude to war.” 


No Public Executions in France 


There are to be no more public exccutions in 
France. At a Council of Ministers last week, a 
decrce was approved which provides that all 
executions are to take place within the prison 
walls in fulure, in the presence of a designuted 
number of public ollicials guly. 


No: More Concessions -for 
Europeans in French Cameroons 


FTER the War the French in West 
Africa did much to encourage the 
African population to produce crops for 
sale and for export on land of their own. 
As there was plenty of such land the time 
was sure to come when the owners of the 
300 square miles of concessions would find 
themselves short of labourers. That time 
came in 1937. 


A committee, which included several 
Africans, was appointed by the Govern- 
ment to examine the problem, and after 
studying the report of the committee the 
Government announced its policy. 


FRANK STATEMENT 


Frankly stating that the Africans in- 
tensely disliked wage labour whether in- 
dustrial or agricultural, the Government 
announced: “We have to choose between 
European and Native Land Settlement... 
The fact must be faced that the European 
settlement in our possession on the West 
coast of Africa has reached its highest 
point and must now give way to Native 
settlement.”~ “ 


No more concessions are to be granted 
to Europeans in the French Cameroons. 


Thus, as is stated in the July issue of 
Empire, in less than twenty years a French 
Government has faced, and in the main 
solved, the problem that in British Africa 
has after forty years never been faced at 
all, 


CONCERN FOR EDUCATION 


Mr. M. F. Dei Anang, who is engaged in 
research into problems of unemployment 
and illiteracy in West Africa (the Gold 
Coast), has found a growing concern of 
the people in the vital problems of edu- 
cation, 


“In addition to mission and Government 
institutions,” he reports, “private unde- 
nominational schools founded by Africans 
are springing up in the urban areas to meet 
the increasing demand for education, while 
enlightened African rulers have started a 
policy of national schools.” 


Two facts make the solution of Gold 
Coast educational problems particularly 
diflicult. In the first place, no organized 
adult education exists. In the second, 
virtually no facilities for education exist 
in the rural districts. 


Speakers from Abroad ' 
at P.P.U. Summer 
Conference 


HENRI ROSER, secretary of the French 
organization, Reconciliation, counter- 
part of the British FoR, will be one of the 
speakers at the summer conference of the 
Peace Pledge Union at Pannel Ash College, 
Harrogate. 
He will not be the only speaker from 
abroad. An American pacifist and, it is 


hoped, a German pacifist, will also address . - 


the conference. 

The conference will be held from July 
29 (opening at 4 p.m.) to August 8. 

Lectures will be held at 10 am. every 
day, and each evening there will be a dis- 
cussion from 8 to 10 o'clock. Other lec- 
turers will be: Mary Gamble, Wilfred 
Wellock, ‘Dr. Alex Wéod, Canon C. E. 
Raven, Stuart D. Morris, and Andrew 


Stewart. : 

Entertainments have not been forgotten. On 
the first Sunday night the Adelphi Players wall 
perform The Little Plays of St. Francis. 

Later in the week Mary Field, of British 
Instructionel Films, will visit the conference, 
bringing with her some of the Jatest historical 
10-minute “shorts” as well as some less serious 
subjects. PPU films will also be shown. 

On Bank Holiday there will be a sports day 
and water-carnival, {ullowed by a Onal concert 
and sing-song. 

The cost for those attending the whole con- 
ference is only 50s. (37s. Gd. for any week). There 
is plenty of room for the tents of anyone wishing 
to camp. 

* 


Don’t delay—if you have not already sent 
in your name write now to John Barclay at 
Peace Piedge Union headquarters, Dick 
Sheppard Mouse, G Endsleigh Street, 
London, W.C.L. : 


No More Anti-Nazi Fils 


Apparently Hollywood is abandoning its 
campaign of anti-Nazi propaganda. Mctro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer's latest production, It Can’t 
Huppen Uere, is to be abandoned indefi- 
nitely. Films already made, such as Con- 
fessions of a Nazi Spy, will complete their 
releases, but it is unlikely that any further 
films of that kind will be made. 


~- 


, 


* 
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PEACE 


Wilfred WELLOCK, 


“Speaking Personally,” asks 


CAN FASCISM 


SURVIVE 


‘T is sometimes worth while to try to peep 
| into the future. On occasions it is neces- 

sary, as, in my opinion, at the present 
time. 

The greatest enemy of reason and intelli- 
“ence is convention, or drift, and when, 
supporting the process of drift are such 
powerful instruments as the modern press, 
the deliberate purpose of which would 
uppear to prevent people from thinking, 
the duty of pulling oneself up and enquiring 
where one is going, becomes urgent. 

Many times of late, when I have stepped 
off the beaten track of life to take stock of 
things, I have been struck by the number 
of tendencies which suggest that the world 
is moving toward an era of Totalitarianism, 
and 1 am confident that unless thought and 
courageous determination play a much 
larger part in controlling events than is the 
case at present, it is probable mankind will 
pass through such an era. 


1 want in these articles to examine some 
of the tendencies which are carrying the 
world toward Totalitarianism, to discover 
their cause, and also to consider the essen- 
tial features of Totalitarianism and the 
conditions and possibilities of its survival. 


“ Mission ” of Fascism 


IN the attempt to discover the methods and 

the “ mission ” of Fascism, I have concen- 
trated my attention on Germany, as the 
German Nazis have gone about their task 
in a well-organized and scientific manner, 
having carried out their plans with almost 
ruthless disregard of individual liberty, and 
more and more of privilege and class 
interests. 

First of all I think we ought to recognize 
that a change in the social system of a 
country which takes place pre-eminently by 
consent and as the outcome of propaganda, 
may have a mission, however reprehensible 
ils saethods. Nazism came to power after 
a tremendous struggle for power with Com- 
munism, both of which made rapid headway 
during a period of world economic depres- 
sion when Germany feared the approach of 
a sccond national bankruptcy. 

The Nazis won that race. and during the 
Tast six and a half years have been applying 
their theories. They have transformed the 
face of Germany, but also the spirit and 
manner of living of the German people. 
They have revolutionized the political, 
social and economic organization of the 
country, and given to the youth of Germany 
un entirely new outlook. 


But are these changes for the good, or 
are they evil, both in themselves and in 
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their portent? Such questions are not 
easily answered, but they demand our 
attention. ; 


Nazi Profits . . 


WVERE I to attempt to draw a “ profit and 

v¥ joss” account of Nazi rule up to date, 

I should include the following items, basing 

my judgment on what might be called the 

view of the average German. I think that 
average German would agree that Hitler 
had: 

1. Removed most of the injustices in- 
flicted upon Germany by the Treaty of 
Versailles. 

2. Secured for Germany an appreciable 
measure of the power of control over 
food and raw material which the im- 
perial Powers claim as the right of a 
big industrial State. 

3. Raised Germany once again to the 
status of .a Great Power, and her 
prestige to a higher level than it had 
ever been. 

4. Restored Germany's self-respect and 
removed the inferiority complex 
which has haunted her ever since the 
Armistice. 

. Unde~*taken vast schemes of national 
planning, as in industrial production, 
road building, land reclamation, food 
production and food price control, the 
development of the social services, &c. 

G6. Placed everybody in work, and thus 
proved what Socialists have always 
proclaimed, that by means of national 
planning unemployment can be re- 
moved. 

9. Within the confines of a comparatively 

low standard of living, given to the 

workers a greater degree of :nconomniic 
security than they have ever known. 


a 


8. Deprived the capitalists and financiers _ 


of a considerable measure of their 
power. (Apart from the fact that the 
Nazis had preached a vigorous form of 
Socialism before they came to power, 

- the very necessities of the situation 
in which Hitler found himself when 
he carried through his policy of re- 
habilitating Germany in the comity of 
nations, compelled him more and more 
to apply Socialist -principles, and bit 
by bit to deprive the capitalists of their 
power of control. As an expert on 
German affairs stated in the Man- 
chester Guardian a short time ago, 
most German capitalists are now little 
more than civil servants.) 

IT am aware that it is customary in Left 
circles in this country to declare that 
Hitler is the tool of the Big Industrialists 
and financiers, and that his policy is that 
of monopoly capitalism, but a careful 
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Communists wanted done, but 


when they were in power. 


Hitler is doing will make easier the road to complete or 


economic democracy ....” 


study of the facts does not confirm that 


contention. By various means, the wealth 
of the upper classes in Germany is being 
quietly but none the less ruthlessly sapped 
by the Nazi regime. 


e « e and Losses 


N the debit side I think the average 
German would charge Nazism with 
having: 

1. Dragooned the German nation as no 
highly civilized nation has so far been. 

2. Robbed the people of the right to 
express an opinion in every field of 
vital experience—politics, religion, his- 
tory, race, art, &c.—and so converted 
one of the most mentally alert and 
intellectually live peoples in the whole 
world into a dumb nation. 

3. Transformed men from living souls 
into robots, cogs in the machine of 
State, and militarized the mind of 
youth. 

4. Spread uncertainty in regard to the 
present no less than to the future. 
While the intellectually weak may 
find satisfaction in having all their 
thinking done for them, intelligent 
people find it intolerable to know 
nothing about the why and wherefore 
of national or international policy. 

& Made war more possible and- thus 
spread the fear of war. While the 
people appreciate the achievements of 
Hitler in the foreign field, they never 
know what he will do next, and thus 
inwardly revolt against the possibility 
of being called upon to take part in 
a war at the behest of one man, who 
might even act madly in a fit of 
passion. 

6. Forced the German people to work long 
hours for comparatively low wages in 
order to achieve ends of which they are 
ignorant and over which they have no 
control. 


Balancing the Account 


I MUST confess I[ find it very diflicult to 
4 balance that account, or to draw from it 
any conclusion with respect to the stability 
of the Nazi regime. Even on the vital 
question of individual liberty, it is very 
easy to make wrong deductions. We are 
apt to assume that every adult person 
highly esteems what we understand as 
democratic liberty, but in fact such liberty 
means very little to a large percentage of 
any community. 

A considerable percentage of people in 


) all classes live very narrow lives, and de- 


velop little interest in the wider concerns 
and purposes of society. Indeed, in capit- 
alist democracies, the big daily and Sunday 


' newspapers do everything possible to pre- 
| vent people from thinking, carry them from 
' stunt to stunt, and fill their minds with 
| every kind of excitement, mostly over 


matters of no consequence and that were 
better left alone or forgotten. 

At the same time there must be consider- 
able sections of the German public, such as 
the Confessional Church, the Catholic 
Church, those engaged in educational pro- 
fessions, Socialists, Communists, pacifists, 
Jews, &c., who are enduring agonies under 
the Nazi regime, and would welcome almost 
any opportunity to bring it to an end. 

But I am informed that certain achieve- 
ments of the Nazi regime have caused many 
of its enemies to modify their views, and to 
believe that, after all, good may come out 
of evil. Hitler has done many things which 
Socialists and Communists wanted done, 
but which the former did not do when they 
were in power. It may well be, therefore, 
that what Hitler is doing will make easier 
the road to complete or economic democ- 
racy. I happen to know that there are 
people in Germany who now believe that. 


(To be continued.) 


What Hitler Has Done 


** Hitler has done many things which the Socialists and 


It may well be, therefore, that what 


So says Wilfred Wellock in this article, the first of three in 
our series “ Speaking Persgnally.’ 
follow, have been adapted from the second of two lectures delivered 
by the author at a recent weekend gathering of the West Yorkshire 
Federation of the Peace Pledge Union. 


which the former did not do 


? This article, and those that will 


‘Britain Has Never 
Disarmed 


(Continued from page 1) 


No disarmament followed the Disarma- 
ment Conference of 1932-4. The Manchester 
Guardian (15.6.34) said: “ Not a gun, not a 
tank, not an aeroplane (not to speak of sub- 
marines and battleships) will be scrapped 
for all the two years and four months that 
the Conference has sat.” 

Lord Londonderry, one of our representa- 
tives at the Conference, said in 1932: “I am 
quite in a minority here in this pacifist and 
sentimental atmosphere; and I feel most 
out-of-place discussing these fatuous doc- 
trines every day.” 

After the failure of the Disarmament 
Conference Germany resigned from the 
League of Nations, and re-introduced con- 
scription, and began her formidable arma- 
ments, 

Yet all the Allied Powers have claimed to 
have disarmed. ‘But each blames the other 
for not following the good example each has 
claimed to have set. Introducing the 
Naval Appropriation Bill to the House of 
Representatives (U.S.A.) Mr. G. D. Gary 
said: “Other nations are building greater 
war machines than ever before. . Great 
Britain, Italy, Japan and France, appar 
ently do not mind the military expense, 
and have refused to follow the example of 
the United States in disarmament.” 
(Manchester Guardian, 26.4.35). 


France’s Claim 

But in 1931 France had said, “ The United 
States and Japan are spending more, pro- 
portionately, than they did before the War 
on the upkeep of their war machinery. 
Britain is spending one percent less than 
pre-war, Italy fourteen percent less, and 
France sixteen percent less. 
claims that she has gone farther in reduc- 
ing war expenditure than any other power.” 

Mr. P. J. Noel-Baker was right when he 
wrote in “Headway” in December, 1932, 
that Britain’s claim to virtual uniiateral 
disarmament was “a myth.” 


said: 

“We gave a guaraontce to Germany that if 
rhe disarmed tn eccordance with the condi- 
tions of the Treaty, we should follow her 
example. We have not done it 

“When that document was signed the 
majority of the signatorics had no intention 
of carrying it out. Before the ink was dry 
they were making arrangements for creating 
new armies, and they have created them.” 
And on the strength of “a myth,” 

cleverly propagated in every powerful 
country, the peoples of the great Powers 
have acquiesced in the armaments and con- 
scription that their rulers have called for. 
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PEACE NEWS 


Stands Hor 


months in the proposals of Federal Union, a body which 


N ATION-WIDE interest has been aroused during the past few 


advocates the ending of national sovereignty and the 
formation of a world State on a federal basis. 


This project received wide publicity following the publication of “ Union 
Now,” by Clarence K. Streit (Cape, 10s. 6d.), a book favourably reviewed by 
W. B. Curry in “ Peace News” on May 12, 


Lust week Professor G. E. G. Callin, the well-known historian, wrote in “Peace News": 
“When I find that an organization has been founded called Federal Union, to substitute 
a World State, a Federal World State, and to end natlonal sovercignty, I prick up my ears. 
It is a tiny society at the moment; and I have no reason to suppose that those who put thelr 
names (o {¢ share my views or even mean business as I mean it. Perhaps it is all one more 
*;rand alliance’ scheme of elderly gentlemen sitting around in Bloomsbury bedrooms and 


Mayfair drawing rooms.” 


A representative of Federal Union met the executive commillee of the Peace Pledge 
Union recently to ask the PPU to support his organization. After he had been questioned 


it was declded not to accord ofMfclal support. 


The PPU executive, however, realizing the 


importance of the subject, decided to recommend PPU groups to organize debates between 


Bederal Unton and the PPU for the public 
the two bodies, 


discussion of problems mutually concerning 


So Uhat readers may judge the value of the proposals of Federal Union, they are 


deseribed in the following article. 


By LEYTON RICHARDS 


TF some visitor from another planet were 

shown a map of the world—or even Eu- 
rope —and if after contemplating the map 
he asked the meaning of the different col- 
ours by which one area is marked olf from 
another, how should we answer? 

Each coloured area, we should tell him, 
represents a National State within its own 
frontiers. But, the visitor would inquire, 
what exactly is a National State? 

At that point our difficulties would begin; 
and most people—like a bewildered parent 
up avainst an inquisitive child—would be 
incliucd to retort, “ You will understand 
when you are older,” and straightway dis- 
mis: the question as the mere curiosity of a 
restless mind. There are some things on 
earth as in heaven into which it is often 
deeined impious to probe, and it is there- 
fore considered better to accept things as 
thes are and not ask too many awkward 
que: tions! 

Jado not think this caricatures the average 
man’s attitude to the National State. There 
it is, like the sea and the sky, one of the 
fact; of life and no more to be questioned 
than the ground we stand upon or the sun 
that shines, The history we learnt at school 
took it for granted; so did the geography; 
and when schooldays were done, every 
newspaper accepted it as an indubitable 
fact. Politicians prate of it. the flag sym- 
bolizes it, the emotions of patriotism gather 
about it, economists put it in terms of trade 
statistics, armies and navies and air-forces 
exi:.l to “defend” it, voteless boys of 20 are 
impressed into {its service, foreign offices 
guard its interests, and the millions every- 
where shout themselves hoarse—and even 
woik themselves up into a frenzy of out- 
raged passion—whenever its so-called hon- 
our or. prestige or independence or 
sovereignty is supposed to be threatened, 


Banishing the Ghost 


ND yet, and yet; the National State itself 

* is really no more than a creation of 
men’s minds. It is something like a ghost. 
Read that choice and charming novel, 
Cecilia de Noel if you would see how much 
substance a ghost has; it exists and exerts 
its power for ill just so long as men believe 
init; but when they cease to believe, when 
their minds are no longer held by supersti- 
tious fears of the unknown or the unseen, 


the disordered imagination of men and is 
nothing more than the child of human ig- 
norance. The remedy for ghostly fears is 
enlightenment; and then we discover that 
the thing we were afraid of was merely 
a creature of fancy, nurtured upon unex- 
amined tradition and inherited illusion. 

Precisely the same is true of the National 
State. It is regarded as a kind of super- 
personality endowed with absolute powers 
denied to mortal men; but analyse its pre- 
tensions and they dissolve into thin air, for 
its powers are wielded by “men of like pas- 
sions with ourselves.” It claims unlimited 
authority over those whom it governs; but 
examine its claims and the source of its 
authority is seen to be nothing more than 
seif-assertion. 

Its chief attribute is “sovereignty”; it is 
sovereign in its own right and above all law; 
it arrogates to itself the unquestioned excr- 
cise of power, whether in directing the lives 
of its citizer.s, in interfering with the na- 
tural and normal flow o: world-trade, in 
manipulating currencies, or in compassing 
the ruin of civilization by going to war. 

But “sovereignty "—espccially when it is 
invoked in inter-state relations—is only 
another name for the use of brute force un- 
checked either by moral restraint or by the 
reign of law... 

In the Middle Ages this assertion of na- 
tional sovereignty was held in leash to some 
extent by the authority of a super-national 
Church, whose final sanctions were rooted 
in religious faith, But with the weakening 
of the Papacy as a political power, religious 
sanctions ceased to count in the interna- 
tional sphere, and every National State took 
to itself an authority which belongs by right 
to God and to God alonc. 
‘divine right” gathered about the political 
organization which we call the State, and 
rival States—like rival deities in the old 
mythologies—have no court of appeal ex- 


at Federal Union! 


the twenticth century; and {rom this it fol-], 


lows that if we would finally and for ever 
dissipate those fears, some means must be 


found of destroying—or at least so qualify- | , 
ing—this belief in sovereignty that the|' 


ghost of nationalism no longer disturbs and 
affrights the minds of men. 

Then, how is this to be done? Education 
in a new political philosophy, which gives 
supreme value to Man rather than to the 
State, is an essential in this matter. But 
for 99 out of every 100 people, philosophical 
conceptions are caught rather than taught; 
and in many cases a new philosophy is 
nothing but an academic speculation unless 
it can be embodied and exemplified in a 
practical way of life. 

In regard to the issue before us however, 
that practical exposition has already taken 
political form wherever one-time Sovereign 
States are now merged in a federal union. 
The United States of America, the Swiss 
Confederation, and—in a measure—the 
British Commonwealth of Nations, are cases 
in point; and what is required therefore, if 
the present era of recurring crises is not to 
become chronic, is that some form of feder- 
alism shall be devised which shall ultimate- 
ly do for the 60 or more Sovereign States 
of today what the United States Consti- 
tution has already done for the 48 quasi- 
sovereign States of the American Union. 

This does not mean _ that national 
characteristics are to be crushed out, but 
contrariwise that they will be preserved 
under the reign of super-national law in- 
stead of being at the mercy of anarchic 
violence. In a federal union, man's cner- 
gies and the economic resources at his 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Freedoin of =} 
the Press 


“"PHE Wampshire Telegraph and | 
Post,” published at Portsmouth, | 
refused to publish an advertiscmené 
asking for those whu applied fur ex- ‘ 
emption under the Military Training | 
Act to communicate with a local mem- ‘ 
ber of the Peace Pledge Union. : 
The reason given was that the , 
advertisement “concerned conscien- | 
tious objectors.” 


Police Ban on 
Pacifists’ Parade 


Illegal ? 


ELIEVING that a police ban on a poster 
parade they had planned to hold just 
over a fortnight ago was illegal, Greenford 
(Middlesex) Peace, Pledge Union members 
will hold a poster parade tomorrow, Satur- 
day. 

The ban a few weeks ago was ostensibly 
based on the possibility of “obstruction,” 
and was communicated verbally, not by the 
Greenford police, but by the Uxbridge 
Divisional Police Station. 

After taking advice the pacilists came to 
the conclusion that the police were acting 
illegally in imposing a ban on such grounds, 
and that they had power only to issue in- 
structions as to the route that should have 
been taken. 

Tomorrow's parade will start at 330 p.m. 
from the War Memorial in Ruislip RoaJ, 
Greenford. 


e e f . 


Granted Complete Exemption 
But Joined Non-Military - 


Ambulance Unit 


much conscription as the suggestion that they will not serve 


’ Mm pacifists today feel that what they must resist is not so 


their fellow men. 


And some feel that the way to do that is 


to engage in some spccial form of service. 


The same kind of problem faced pacifists during the War. 


One who was 


actually given complete exemption from military service on grounds of conscience, 
but who felt that that problem was not solved thereby, here tells of his experience 
in the Red Cross work which he felt called upon to do. 


By Bernard G. Lawson 


AFTER a short period of training, I was 
sent over to France and appointed to 
one of the four trains of th: Friends’ 


So a sense of | Ambulance Unit, shortly after the “Somme 


push” of July. 1916. 

There were on each train about fifty of 
us from the FAU, two or three sisters, and 
two doctors from the U.‘tish Red Cross 


cept the clash of arms, when their compet- Society, and one RAMC captain (a doctor, 


ing interests or supposed “honour” come 
into collision. 


Cause of Fears 


THERE is the final explanation of the ten- 
sion which today divides Europe into a 
series of armed camps. Man's traditional 
belief in the sovereignty of the National 
State is the basic cause of the fears which 


the phost is banished. For he lives only in obsess the world in this fourth decade ot 


FRIENDS HOUSE, 
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Senor de MADARIAGA 
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NATIONAL PEACE CONGRESS 
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Open to individual visitors. 
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Sir JOHN HARRIS 

Dr. C. E. M. JOAD 

Or. MAUDE ROYDEN 
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of course), who had ultimate responsibility. 
We were under our own “staff sergeant.” 

The train was made up of French passen- 
zer coaches converted into “ wards,” each 
coach having 20 beds and room in addition 
for five stretcher cases. 

Two of us were attached to each coach 
(in one end of which, six feet long, we 
“lived”). We took on our patients from 
the Casualty Clearing Stations (usually two 
to six miles from the front) and carried 
them down to the base hospitals, generally 
at Rouen, Boulogne, or Calais. A journey 
might last from six to thirty-six hours (one 
took three days!) and during that time we 
looked after the needs of our patients under 
the supervision of the nurses and doctors, 
who came round from time to time. 


Half a Million Patients 


Of those experiences | need say little. In 
all, these four trains carried more than half 
a million patients, and once, out of the 
forty-odd British trains, two of the Quaker 
trains headed the list for general efficiency. 

It must be emphasized that although we 

o-operated with the Army medical services, 
we were not under them in any way. Some 
minor compromises were accepted by us 
voluntarily, if regretfully, such as a promise 
not to carry on “subversive” peace propa- 


ganda, and to salute Army officers. But in 
all other ways we retained our freedom and 
had many rights. 

We were civilians, carried passports, and 
paid our fares home ss any ordinary 
passengers. 

Our correspondence with our head- 
quarters in France always had the right to 
go uncensored. If we felt that our under- 
standing with the military authorities 
(without which, of course, no such work 
would be possible during a war) was being 
infringed, we had means of maxing our 
protest—and used them with effect. 


“To Serve Humanity ” 


The main motive of the Unit was to serve 
sullering humanity in this terrible period, 
even if the sufferers were those who were 
doing what we felt was un-Christian and 
impossible for us. 

To say we were “ patching them up to 
return” is not a sullicient reason for 
refusing to assist them. Christ did not 
make perfection of character a condition of 
his readiness to heal or help, nor does uny 
doctor in civilian life. Apart from that, we 
considered we were serving the pacifist 
cause by demonstrating that it was not fear 
or slackness that made men reluse to go 
into the Army; and there is evidence that 
this impressed the authorities and others. 

Times change, circumstances change. 
What was right for me then might not be 
now. I can only say to each of those con- 
cerned: After you have weighed every- 
thing up as carefully as possible, do what 
satisfies your inmost conviction most. I do 
not think there is any completely logical or 
completely satisfactory solution to this 
problem. : 
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The Editor's Point of View 
How To End The 
Deadlock 


Jqow can the deadlock between the democracies and 

the dictatorships be broken? Even our Govern- 
ment spokesmen do not claim that it can be done by 
the British system of alliances. They claim only that 
the alliances are part of our defence in case the dead- 
lock is broken by violence. 

It is hoped, of course (or supporters of the policy pro-~ 
fess to hope), that the system of alliances, once it is 
complete, will form part of a military system that will 
be so great that the dictators will not think it worth 
while to fight. The suggestion is that they will then 
agree to meet the democracies in conference and so end 
the deadlock peacefully. 

The need here seems to be for simple imagination, 
rather than for facts or figures. For one thing, military 
strength is not a matter of known facts and figures only. 
It is very largely a matter of what Mr. Eden has called 
“The imponderables,” eer such uncertain but im- 
portant things as civilian moral, sense of justice, and 
ueneral happiness. 

If it be assumed that Germany would be on the less 
powerful side, is it really likely that a Herr Hitler, who 
is supposed to be so deliberately preparing for war would 
let himself be beaten without a shot being fired? Isn't 
it much more likely that he would take a last desperate 
chance, especially if he thought that he stood to lose 
anyhow? 


* 


No, even if it be granted that the policy of alliances 
does not necessarily mean war, it seems quite certain 
that it cannot break the present deadlock and lead to 
peace. 

The reason is simply that, in so far as it touches the 
causes of the dead-lock at all, the alliances policy 
actually makes them worse. For the causes are summed 
up in Germany’s desire to control Eastern Europe and 
Britain's desire for an economic access to parts at least 
of Eustern Europe that shall be as secure as if she had 
-control. : 

If it be asked whether it is a right principle that Ger- 
inany should control other peoples, the answer is as 
obviously “no” as it is to the question whether this 
country should control people in Africa, India, and other 
parts of the world. And if it be asked whether there is 
uny objection to our having economic access to parts of 
astern Europe, the answer is that there is no more 
objection than there is to Germany’s also having such 
access. 

* 


Spokesmen for this country never tire of pointing out 
that (in the words of The Times) we “have no desire 
1 hinder the expansion of German enterprise in regions 
where, as British statesmen have acknowledged, she 
enjoys geographical and economic advantages.” 

It is also claimed that British economic activity is 
“ directed to the defence of British interests, not at the 
thwarting of German.” 

We have no need to doubt this. But the point is that, 
until we are prepared to hand over such decisions to 
some larger body, we claim to judge what are German’ 
und what British interests, take it upon ourselves to 
defend our interests in our own way, and protest when 
Germany's elforts to do the same for herself clash with 
ours, 


* 


Because we recognize no higher authority as having 
power to secure the needs of all peoples, we have to 
take such steps ourselves as we believe will secure our 
needs. Germany is in exactly the same position. Sooner 
ov later those steps were bound to conllict, since every 
precaution must be taken by States when each must be 
the sole guardian of its security. 

So it is that appeal to some higher authority can alone 

, end the deadlock peacefully. Whether that authority be 
a conference or a more permanent federal government 
or some other body would seem to matter comparatively 
little. What does matter is that that authority should 


end the need of individual States to decide their own 
measures of economic security before they resort to their 
final measure, war. 


Mumphrey §. Moore 


THE IMPORTANCE 
OF TACTICS 


By Philip S. Mumford 


hands once rebelled against the stomach. 

The two former could see no reason why 
they should exert themselves for what appeared 
to be the idle recipient of their efforts. The 
story goes on to tell of the ignominous failure 
of their rebellion for reasons that are too obvious 
to need recognition. ? oy 

It is not’always easy for those in the vanguard of any 
progressive movement to realize that they have not a 
function separate and apart from the main body of 
civilization but are merely one of many activities going 
to make up the whole. This temptation to feel separate 
is one that must, at a time like the present, be a parti- 
cularly strong temptation to active pacifists. 

The whole world talks, thinks and acts war. Those 
around us, whether they be friends, relations, employers 
or employees, are setting a dillerent standard of values 
upon the vital questions of the moment from those upon 
which a pacifist’s life must be based. In trains and buses, 
at theatres and cinemas, at mothers’ meetings or political 
committees, 
beyond controversy, that run counter to every LnE the 
pacifist feels to be fundamentally right. 

It is, indeed, almost impossible for him either iS work 
or play without finding himself swept into the current 
that is taking the whole of his civilization toward a 
general military conflict which must involve, directly and 
indirectly, both those who approve and those who do not. 
To add to the confusion which such a situation throws the 


TL inanas is a story that the head and the 
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.mind into is the obvious fact that many others, better 


and wiser, do approve, however much they may regret, 
the action of their government in attempting to achieve 
security through military preparedness. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that one finds ‘a tendency 
to bitterness on the part of many pacifists and with that 
bitterness appears, almost inevitably, the very human 
desire to find scapegoats with convenient labels. The 
situation is, beyond doubt, evil and it is comforting to 
isolate and label that evil with the corollary that we 
find ourselves isolated under the label of “Those who 
are right.” We sit, as it were, in the stalls whilst the 
evil ones are paraded upon the stage in front of us— 
futile Ministers, wicked capitalists, cynical imperialists, 
traitorous party leaders, who play their hackneyed parts, 
supported by a chorus of admirals, generals, bishops and 
the thoughtlessly acquiescent. 

Then it is that we pacifists, like other pioneers through- 
out the ages, are tempted to thank God that we are not 
as other men and so to justify ourselves in an over- 
simplification of the whole issue. No simplification of 
the issue can be a guide as to when co-operation with our 
{ellow-citizens can be refused. 


Bedrock of Pacifism 


(eee iie has, of course, brought this 
issue plainly before us all. The immediate 
result of the present Conscription Act has been, 
not unnaturally, to turn the eyes of many paci- 
fists toward direct political action. 

The bedrock of pacifism is conscience and conscience 
subordinates principle to nothing while politics are con- 
cerned with considerations of expediency. How can 
these two be run in double harness ? 

To ask such a question is to pose a problem that will 
divide the most profound thinkers and is beyond the 
scope of this article. We must resist the temptation to 
take a short cut by using the machinery of politics which 
is totally inadequate for the expression of pacifism and 
will remain inadequate so long das pacifists remain a smal! 
and specialized minority, 

Whilst it is obvious that no-one with pacitise principles 
can do other than deplore the existence of conscription 
in any part of the world it is nevertheless to be regretted 
that pacifists should be distracted from their main pur- 
pose of preaching pacifism to enter into ordinary political 
controversy which must involve much ill-informed and 
often abusive criticism. The introduction of compulsory 
military service is inevitable in a world where people 
believe in the use of force. 


“Government’s Respect” 


lee is plenty of unrealistic criticism of 

conscription. For example, there are the 
exaggerated reports of the opposition to con- 
scription thereby raising hopes that the whole 


. Act would prove unworkable ; suggestions that 


the recent introduction of conscription was a 


dodge to bring in Fascism. 

At the same time our Left Wing opponents accuse paci- 
fists of being Fascists because we refuse to take up arms 
in order to shoot the citizens of Fascist countries. 

Such political wrangles are not the concern of the 
pacifist movement. The Government shows every sign 
of being ready to respect conscientious scruples and we in 
our turn should not be scornful of this respect. There is 


ideas are expressed, and considered as{|-* 


apparent a widespread recognition of the sincerity of 
pacifists and for this we pacifists should be grateful and 
not ungracious. 

Is it true that this Conscription Act is the back door 
to Fascism? Switzerland, a far more democratic country, 
than our own plutocracy, has had a mild form of con« 
scription for years without any noticeable trend toward 
Fascism and as long as a just conscience clause is fairly 
worked the country is not betraying its democratic 
principles. 

To say this is not to ignore the obvious fact that modern 
warfare must drive all who participate in it toward 
totalitarianism; this is the lesson the pacifists are 
teaching. 

We can only be good democrats and good pacifists 
whilst we respect the sincerity of the majority about us 
and try to sympathize with their point of view. We are 
inevitably in and of this generation, an accident of birth 
that can neither be denied nor ignored and we have a 
responsibility not only to understand our contempories’ 
views but to make it possible for them to understand ours. 


How to Co-operate 


Ne those whose conscience forbids any 

co-operation in the present so-called civi- 
lization there is no alternative but to follow that 
conscience. In that case their isolation must 
be complete ; the political as well as the social 
world must be eschewed. 

For the majority of us who find ourselves in some 
doubt as to how far co-operation is possible it seems to 
me that the course is to co-operate to the maximum and 
not the minimum of which we are capable. We must 
always remember that short-range politics are not our 
business. . 

We are not separate and apart; we are not even better 
than the majority, any more than the hands and the. 
head are better than the stomach. We believe wholesale 
murder is wrong; we are that part of the community 
which has to spread that idea. We grow in the same soil 
as the rest of our people and we cannot tear ourselves 
apart and hope to feed the tree. 

Do I seem to harp always on the same point? It is 
because I believe that the lack of progress in world his- 
tory is due not so much to the forces of evil but to the 
fact that the forces of progress have nearly always 
adopted tactics which have caused a reaction so that: 
humanity so often takes one eye forward and two 
backwards. 

If we pacifists can only curb our natural desire to see 
the Kingdom of Heaven built before we die and content 
ourselves with the unspectacular work of. building a 


‘solid foundation for future generations to work on we 


shall indeed have started a movement that may well be 
the salvation of the world. 


An Anthology of 


Peace and War 


Arranged by Vincent Long 


GEORGE WITHER 


I COUNT not each man valiant who dares die, 
Or venture on a mischief desperately, 

When either heat of youth or wine or passion, 

Shall whet him on before consideration; 

Nor will I any man a coward call, 

Although I see him tremble and look pale 

In dangerous attempts, unless he slack 

His just resolves by basely stepping back. 

Give me the man with a quaking arm 

Walkst with a steadfast mind through greatest harm; 

And though his flesh doth tremble, makes it stand 

To execute what reason doth command. 

Give me the soul that knowingly descries 

All dangers, and all possibilities 

Of outward perils, and yet does persevere — 

In every lawful action whatsoever. 

Give me a heart that in itself doth war 

With many frailties (who like traitors are 

In some besieged fort) and hath to do 

With outward foes and inward terrors too; 

Yet of himself and thema conquest makes, 

And still proceeds in what he undertakes. 


JOHN MILTON 


YET a ncbler task awaits the land; 

For what can war but endless war still breed, 
Till truth and right from violence be freed, 
And public Faith cleared from the shameful brand 
Of Public Fraud. In vain doth Valour bleed 
While Avarice and Rapine share the land. 
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NE of the seven 
striking drawings by 
Arthur Wragg in- 
cluded in his latest collec- 
tion, “Seven Words” 


(Heinemann, 7/6 net). 


The drawings are very 
different in style from the 
artist’s famous black-and-white 
work, familiar to readers of 
Peace News. Each is inspired 
by one of the Seven Sayings 


from the Cross. 

“I wanted to re-tell the oldest 
and most intimate human drama 
we know, The Crucifixion,” writes 
Me. Wragg in his preface, “ bridg- 
ing the two thousand years and 
inaking it yesterday, today, now ; 
not frozen into pictures but fluid 
and an essential part of contem- 
porary history, a part of our com- 
inon inind, almost as if we ourselves 
were calling out the same words.” 


THE BAYNTU 
CASE 


* A Clash of Principles ” 
says Stuart Morris 


Sruarr MORRIS, chairman of the PPU 

has had an inteyview with Mr. A. J. 
Simmons, a directit of Messrs. Reeves & 
Sons, Ltd., in connexion with the dismissal 
of Mr. A. E. Bayntun for his refusal to take 
part in such Air Raid Precautions as in- 
volved the evacuation of the work-shop for 
prepared trenches outside. 


He writes: 


As some publicity has been given to this 
enuse ft think it only right that it should be 
Known that Mr. Simmons received me most 
kindly and pointed out that, being responsible 
flor a considerable number of fellow workers, he 
iclt bound to take such steps as he could to ensure 
their oatety in the event of an alr raid, and that 
he was only anticipating his legal responsibility 
when the Civil Defence measure became law. 


Offer of Relastalement 


Hie offered to take Mr. Bayntun back at once 
on the understanding that, although he would not 
be asked to take any active part in, or training 
for, AIUP. he would, when asked to do so, 
evacucte the premises along with the others and 
take lis appointed place outside. 

Mr, Baynutun feels unable to accept this con- 
dition although he is quite prepared to recognize 
the position in which Mr, Simmons is placed as 
av resjwusible employer. It appears, therefore, 
as thoah tinality has been reached in the matter 
with, at least, good will on both sides. What has 
been invoived is a clash of principles, and 
perhaps the most unfortunate part is that in that 
clash of principles one person stands to sulfer 
so much more in upholding what he believes to 
be right than does the other. 


Government's Wish 


Incidentally it may be worth while re-emphasl- 
ving the fact that Sir John Anderson has 
specilically stated that it is not the wish of the 
Government that the employment of men should 
be jeopardized because they refuse to take part 
in Ait Iku:d Precautions by reason of a con- 
seicntious objection to them, 

Mr. simmons has asked me to add that though 
Sir Joun Anderson has stated that it is not the 
wish of the Government that the employment of 
nen should be jeopardised because they refuse 
fu take part in A.R.P., there is nothing in the 
Civil Delence Bill which suggests it. ‘Fhe BA, 
in fact, detmitely states that the employer must 
advise the lucal Cactory inspector “stating whint 
measures he has taken or is taking to secure 
that all persons employed by him in the premises 
are trained as respects the routine to be 
followed in the event of an air raid.” 

Stuart Morris suggests that either by way 
of question or amendment to the Bill before 
it reaches the Statute Book the position of 
conscientious objectors shall be made clear 
in thi: instance as it is in the case of the 
Military Training Act. 


SOMETIMES? 

It is sometimes said that our chief pur- 
pose in hulding these overseas possessions 
js to exploit them for our own use. 
—Makolm MacDonald, Seerctary of State 
for the Colonies, May 24, 1939. 


Campaign for Repeal of 
' Conscription Act 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE TOMORROW 


O develop a campaign for the repeal of the Military Training 

Act, and to back up the men affected by the Act; these are 

among the objects of a conference of delegates from all over 

North-West ¢ngland which will be held by the Manchester Branch 
of the No Conscription League tomorrow (Saturday). 


The conference will be held in Milton 
Hall, Deansgate, Manchester, and will com- 
mence at3 p.m. In the chair will be George 
A Sutherland, Principal of Dalton Hall. 

It will be followed by a public demon- 
stration at 6.45 p.m., presided over by A. 
Joseph Brayshaw, at which the speakers 
will include A. Fenner Brockway and James 
H. Hudson. 

Delegates from organizations who apply 
to attend the afternoon conference will be 
charged 6d., but members of the No Con- 
scription League will be admitted free, pro- 
vided they send their names in advance and 
present their membership card at the door. 

At the evening demonstration there will 
be reserved seats at Is. cnd at 6d., as well 
as a fair proportion of free seats. Informa- 
tion is obtainable from the Hon. Secretary, 
Mrs. G. M. Needham, 6 Mount Street, Man- 
chester, 2. 


LONDON’ MASS MEETING 


Another feature of the nation-wide cam- 
paign against conscription was a mass meet- 
ing in the Central Hall, Westminster, on 
Wednesday evening, at which speakers 
were to include George Lansbury, MP, 
Stuart Morris, Fenner Brockway, Dr. 
Maude Royden, Professor C.,E. BM. Joad, 
and Herbert Elvin. 

The meeting will be reported in next 
weck’s Peace News. 


ACCOUNTANTS’ INSTITUTE 
AND C.0.s 


The Institue of Chartered Accountants is 
refusing to penalize conscientious objectors 
to the extent of regarding compulsory ser- 
vice by articled clerks who are COs in 
exactly the same way as military corvice. 

This means that the period so occupied 
will be regarded as service under Articles. 


BAPTIST OBJECTORS 


The Baptist Pacifist Fellowship'wiskes to 
make sure that it is in touch with all Bap- 
tists who are conscientious obj2ctors to the 
Military Training Act. 

Those who are in touch with these young 
men should send their names and addresses 
to one of the following: E. W. Bales, 
London Union Secretary, 105 Parkway, 
N.W.1; or G. Lloyd Phelps, Honorary Secre- 
tary, The Milton Hall, 244 Deansgate, Man- 
chester, 3. 


Peace Congress 


Programme 
C hanges 


OWING to the absence through illness of 
Dr. G. P. Gooch, the introductory ad- 
dress to the National Peace Congress at 7.30 
p.m. on Friday, July 7 will be given by 
Professor E. H. Carr. 
- Professor Carr has been Wilson Professor 
of International Politics in the University 
College of Wales, Aberystwyth, since 1936. 
He was attached to the British Delegation 
to the Peace Conference, has held various 
posts in the Diplomatic Service, and from 
1930 to 1933 was Assistant Adviser on 
League of Nations Affairs at the Foreign 
Office. 

The National Peace Congress is to be held at 
Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.W.1. 

A further change in the programme has been 
made necessary by Sefor de Maduaringa’s 
inability to speak on Friday, July 7. The session 
on “A New Peace Conference? Is the Federal 
Plan Possible?” will therefore be held on the 
Saturday. 

The revised prograinme will be announced 


later. 
*P.P.U. SPEAKERS 

As the Congress will discuss details of 
a forward peace policy as adyocated in the 
Nationa! Petition for a New Peace Con- 
ference it is hoped that Peace Pledge Union 
groups, which took an cctive part in the 
Petition campaign, will be strongly repre- 
sented. 

Among the introductury speakers at the con- 
gress ure lending people associated with the PPU, 
including Mr. George Lansbury, MP, and Stuart 
D. Morris. 

Particulars and application forms can be ob- 
tained from the National Peace Council, 39 Vic- 
toria Street, London, S.W.1. 


TENDENCY! 

The leaders of political thought in the} 
particular part of the Empire for which 
I am responsible have displayed a tendency 
to speak of British Imperialism as an evil 
thing, as something to be fought and if 
possible to be destroyed. 

—The Marquess of Zetland, Secretary of 
State for India, May 24, 1939. 
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Fighting Fund: 
A: Record Week 


A RECORD figure of 
£58 4s. 6d. 
was added to the Peace News Fighting Fund 
during the week which ended on Tuesday. 
This figure included one anonymous con- 
tribution of £50 and another of £5, as well 
as the 5s. prize money won by Mr. W. 
Sparks in our recent “ Reader’s Question” 
competition. : 
We are pleased to acknowle.~- the fol- 


lowing contributions: 6 
£ sd. 
Previously acknowledged os es §«647:18 BY 
A.S. Gossling .. oe ee oe 2 0 
K.Guy 7. ee oe es | we AOU 
W. Sparks ie ee ae oe 5 0 
Anon te oe ee oe oo 5 0 OU 
Anon es 4 mee es - 930 0 0 
Anon, Edinburgh toe oo ae 5 0 
Champion eo or we we 10 0 
.M. os ry we ae ae 100 
Anon, Liverpool ee oo oe 2 6 


£100 & 


we 
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The Fighting Fund was launched to help to 
release for some other branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union’s work the subsidy at present paid 
to Peace News. (This amounts to £750 for the 
current year.) 

Donations of any size will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd.—and not the Peace Pledge Union 
and should be addressed to 3 Blackstock Rvad, 
London, N.4. 

Meanwhile, the ultimate nced gf the paper is 
a Jarger circulation. 

Here is a way in which individual readers can 
help to gain us that wider circulation: send us 
the name and address of anyone to whom it 
would be worth while sending a specimen copy 
of Peace News und we will do 50. 

Use the form below, and if you want to send 
more than one name and address please attach 
@ separate shect of paper. 


To the Distribution Department, 
" Peace News," 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Please send a specimen copy of 
" Peace News" to 


Name 


Address 


(Signed) 
Address 
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Germany 
By ROSE MACAULAY 


Reaching for the Stars. By Nora Waln. 

Crescent Press. 8s. 6d.). 

School for Barbarians, By Erika Mann. 

(Lindsay Drummond. 5s.). 

F all the recent books on what is the 

matter with Germany and why, Nora 
Waln’s is the most attractive. 

A gentle, pleasant and truthful Pensyl- 
vania Quaker, she spent four years in Ger- 
many, and used them in making friends 
with people of all ranks and views, and in 
trying patiently to acquire “more light” 
on the national mood, by observation and 
questions (but these were often discour- 
aned with “Careful, be quiet. One finds 
oneself in a concentration camp for Jecs 
than that.) 

Moving among these friendly, kindly 
people whom she liked (she has an 
immense gift of friendship) she received 
shock after shock. Her kind hosts disap- 
pear suddenly into concentration camps; 
revisiting a town, she finds that friends 
are pone. have lost their jobs, homes and 
possessions, a Jewish grandparent having 
been unearthed in their pedigree; a Griiss 
Gott carelessly uttered instead of a Heil 
Ifitler may mean arrest; passports are con- 
ficcated by the police and their owners 
told that it will be worse for them,of*they 
aie found still in the country in a fortnight; 
all that seems left for them is the river; 
horror piles on horror, with nightmare 
avcumulation, till) the effect is that of a 
sane woman gradually discovering that the 
land she is visiting is a vast lunatic asylum 
managed by sadistic keepers. How, won- 
ders the gentle and horrified American 
democrat, has a people got that way, so 
that they stand it without general protest? 

For, as she says, 

“People the world over suffer, even die, 
rladly for any cause they really cherish... 1 
found their desertion of the cause of freedom 
disconcerting, and their failure to stand by kin 
and neighbours astounding.” 

She finds people not only cowed by 
terror, but hypnotised, enspelled. Is the old 
Germany of culture and civilization dea 
she wonders, or docs it lie as Snow White 
did, in a trance from eating a poisoned 
apple? Confidently, Mrs. Waln affirms her 
faith in the second alternative. This faith 
was strengthened by many of her encoun- 
ters with individual Germans. 

She quotes rart of a letter she had, af‘t:: 
coming to England, from a young army 
ollicer, referring to the Anschluss and the 
Bohemian rape. In Austria, 


“we had to let Nazis do things no German 
should be allowed to do, and then bring them 


to order. The purpose of this was to make 
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it look as if there would have been civic chaos 
in Austria but for the German Army. The 
Austrian face reflected scorn. In Vienna deeds 
were done that civilized men have never done 
before ... we were the barbarian hordes. .. 
In Bohemia, last October, 

“we again marched to meet no resistance, 
taking over territory and property, the theft 
of which made many fcel anything but happy. 
We have all been to school. We know the 
historic boundary line of the Bohemian crown 
Jands. We know how Gerinans happened to 
live in the Sudeten, and we've no Illusions 
about the Nazi interest in poor people. . . 
Few have any illusions about propaganda. 
Some of us have ski-ed over there, and have 
never seen uny Czech atrocities... German 
soldiers are not beasts, whatever you have 
imagined. lt was horrible to have to leave 
Jewish sick unattended by the roadside in no- 
man’s lands, and be forbidden to allow cars to 
pass to them with food... Among us many 
are asking, what is up? Are we being decoyed 
as Napolcon was into Russia? We have 
10,000,000 people and their lands...” 


A middle-aged business man, a former 
Nazi, wo of the Jewish pogrom, “This 
blunder has won us the’ condemnation of 
the civilized world, and rightly.” And not 
only of the outside world. “Hans and 
Gretchen know whether or not their neigh- 
bours, Jacob and Rebecca, have been folk 
whom it is good to live beside. They have 
not the civic courage to stand by a neigh- 
bour, but every time a good neighbour is 
taken, the Government loses prestige with 
those who are left.” So Mrs. Waln was told 
by a German girl friend, who, when she 
was writing this book, “asked me to con- 
demn in no uncertain terms every breach 
of the humanities done in Germany and 
combine this with outspoken belief in the 
goodness of the German people.” Mrs. 
Wain has obeyed this request. 


NEWS 


The result is a book which, in spite of 
a few crudities of style and English, and 
a certain naivete of educational background 
(she had not heard, for example, of the 
Holy Roman Empire until a German friend 
told her of it, and perhaps accepts too 
easily the German versions of history given 
her) is rich in humanity, culture, charm, 
and truth and alive with faith, the faith 
that 

“men will rise from somewhere on this earth 
who have the strength to light such a flarne of 
freedom as will dispel the night that Nazis 
bring wherever they enter. Perhaps a re- 
membered spark from the Masaryk candle will 
help to kindle that flame.” 

This faith, which is all that thousands 
of oppressed people have now to live by, 
is difficult to maintain while reading Frau- 
lein Mann's terrible and well-documented 
indictment of the education and moral and 
mental training given to children and 
young people in Germany today. The 
daughter of one of the most distinguished 
of German literary men (Thomas Mann 
contributes an introduction to the book) 
Fraulein Mann writes with the indigna- 
tion of one who loves her great country 
and sees it hurrying downhill to spiritual 
and intellectual bankruptcy. 

What can be hoped for the future of a 
generation educated (if the word can be 
used) to military ends only, taught to des- 
pise culture and religion, mock and ill- 
treat racial aliens, spy on and report dis- 
sentient parents? Always an immoderate 
and unbalanced people, the Germans are 
today being taught patriotism, war, hate, 
false history and biology, and little else. 

“Objective truth is done to death,” says 
Thomas Mann. “A people intellectually 
debased and impoverished, morally de- 
graded—and they expect to conquer the 
earth. It makes one laugh. We do not 
get the better of others by destroying our- 
selves.” Unluckily we often do. 

But Erika Mann ends her tragic little 
book, 

“ere is a country ... seduced by romantic 
nationalism and a charlatan who said he was a 
saviour—whose moral! and spiritual resources 
are now forced underground. The forces still 
live... They cannot be withheld from the 
soul of a people .. . in the end, they triumph.” 
But what is to happen first? Every one 

interested in the effects of early training 
on character will read this book with ap- 


prehension. 


DEMOCRATS ALL 


Why I'am a Democrat. A symposium edited by 


f Richard Acland, M.P. Lawrence and Wishart. 


2s. Gd. 
EN men and women eminent in the Church, 
the State and the Liberal professions here set 
out, their reasons for calling themselves demo- 
crats, not be it noted, their reasons for support- 
ing democracy. The reason for this is that for 
no single contributor does our present govern- 
ment, call it democracy or what you will, repre- 
sent the attainment of his or her particular polit- 
ical ideal. For each the word “democracy” Js cap- 
able of a different interpretation, and on only 
one point are they agreed: that the State exists 
to serve the individual, and not the individual to 
serve the State. 

Democracy is a big word, and ft Is also a 
favourite word with political speakers; such a 
favourite in fact that it ls in danger through over 
use of failing to register as a clear-cut concept in 
our minds. Political events have, however, 
forced the Issue, and we should know exactly 
what is being challenged by rival systems. 


RICHARD ACLAND 


Mr Richard Acland, MP. for North Devon, 
writes in the Introduction: “ Not one of them (the 
contributors), I think, believes that as a democ- 
racy we are today putting up the best defence. 
We are not putting up the best defence. Our 
leaders, we say, have let us down... But be- 
fore ne makes too certain that all the fault lies 
in our leaders, I invite each member of the rank 
and file to consider whether he personally is put- 
ling up the best defence. There is no Member 
of Parllament, and no prospective candidate, 
who will not know from his experience exactly 
what the Duchess of Atholl means by her young 
people who shuffle and stamp at the end of a 
dance hall while she is allowed her ten-minute 
political speech.” 

‘This book then appears as an effort to bring the 
mountain to Mahomet. 


Cc. R. ATTLEE 


Mr. C. R. Attlee, Leader of the Opposition, out- 
lines his conception of demucracy as a society 
in which there is individual opportunity, equal- 
ity of rights and duties, liberty of expression 
and tolerance of the opinions of others. In 
declaring the double implication of the latter 
quality, however, we are made aware of Mr. 
Attlee’s attitude toward the behaviour of a min- 
ority jn a democrocy.” ... the majority should 
exercise thelr power in such o way as to carry 
with it as far as possible the minority. . . . There 
is also, however, ‘a less realized obligation of 
tolerance tncumbent on the minority, which Js to 
accept the will of the majority in every cage 
unless the reasons for resistance are overwhelm- 
ingly strong. Tyrannous majorities and hope- 
lessiy recalcitrant minorities are the enemles 
which destroy democracy.” 

Mr Attlee’s conception {n common with at 
least half of the contributors Includes economic 
equality also: and he Is quite definite in his 
assertion that the Labour Party's rejection of 


violent methods of reform {Is the one obstacle in 
the path of a union with the Conununists. 


DUCHESS OF ATHOLL 


The Duchess of Atholl, on the basis of prac- 
tleal experience, values the {freedom of political 
self-education possible in a democracy, while 
Alfred Barnes, M.P., Chairman of the Co-opera- 
tive Party, instances the Co-operative movement 
as the ideal form of democracy and gives econ- 
omic democracy a high place in his conception. 


RONALD CARTLAND 


Ronald Cartland, M.P. for the King's Norton 
Division of Birmingham, and the Bishop of 
Liverpool are the two who deal with deinocracy 
from the angle of Christianity. Ronald Cartland 
is quite unequlvoca! In his definition: “ What is 
commonly called democracy is no more than the 
first steps to the attainment of Christian prin- 
ciples in the practice of living in society.” and it 
is a little disconcerting to find a layinan so single 
minded in his view while the Bishop (p. 126) 
says. “The democracies must learn how to 
inobilize the whole nation quickly, and to that 
end must for the time being demand a big sur- 
render of personal liberty, “ despite the fact that 
he believes that the democracies after a war 
would “soon and quite Inevitably return to their 
slow-moving {recdom.” 


SIR STAFFORD CRIPPS 


Sir Stafford Cripps, M.P. for Bristol East, un- 
like the two just quoted, believes that “no 
amount of good feeling or good will would ever 
alter the hard economic facts of the world” and 
that “direct political intervention” Js essential. 
For Sir Stafford the right of self-government is 
on essential of democracy that must be preserved, 
and he holds the view of anulher contributor, 
Mr J. C. Little, President of the Amalgamated 
Engineering Union, that various acts of the 
British Government in recent times have been 
Fascist In nature in so far as they have becn 
directly coercive. : 

The democratic conception of both Mr. Little 
and Mr. Harry Pollitt, General Secretary of the 
British Communist Party ngree in the extension 
of the rights of the working class. 

In order that British Communists shal! not 
appear Inconsistent In defending capitalist de- 
mocracy, Mr. Pollltt declares that his party 
would be defending only the working-class rights 
already galned. He also claims with an argu- 
meni that appears valid only in theory that a 
dictatorship of the prolelariat as obtalning In 
the USSR is the most complete democracy. be- 
cause “The Soviet State has no need of official 
opposition; the Government is the kind the 
people want.” 

Sir Archibald Sinclair, leader of the Liberal 
Party. values freedom of opinion and the con- 
tribution that each party can make toward the 
government of the Sate. 


H. van Loo 
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Federal 


Union 


(Continued from page 5) 


disposal can be directed into the construc- 
tive arts of peace instead of being diverted 
to the destructive activities of war: a com- 
mon currency facilitates trade; communi- 
cations are unfettered by frontiers; 
commerce is unhindered by tariffs; and 
armed “defence” is unnecessary where all 
are under a common government where 
law takes the place of war in inter-state 
disputes, 


The First Step 

'THAT is the goal to be aimed at. The 

first step is to rid our minds of the 
superstition of State sovereignty; and the 
next is to cherish the conception of Federal 
Union as the ideal toward which political 
thought and action must be directed. The 
ideal will not be realized in a single stride; 
but an immediate step might be taken in 
federating the Western democracies, while 
at the same time leaving the door open for 
other States to join the Union and to share 
in its advantages by subscribing to its 
articles of association. 

Those articles have been worked out in 
detail (and incidentally almost every con- 
ceivable criticism has been met) by Mr. 
Clarence K. Streit in a book under the title 
Union Now. In my judgment the book is 
the most significant volume in the realm 
of world-politics which has appeared since 
the dawn of the present century; and if it 
can gain wide currency it will revolutionize 
political thinking everywhere. As its ideas 
prevail, totalitarian myths will topple and 
belief in national sovereignty will be 
laughed out of court; and when national 
sovereignty is discredited, war will be as 
dead as the dodo. 

It is essentially therefore a book for the 
pacifist who yearns for a positive pro- 
gramme. Here is not only a substitute for 
war, but a practical means for achieving a 
world where the warmonger would be as 
impotent as a believer in mediaxval magic. 

It is food to know that an organization 
is already in being in England to promote 
the federal idea and to press it upon public 
opinion; its name is Federal Union, and its 
office at 44, Gordon Square, London, W.C.1. 
Every member of the Peace Pledge Union 
should write for information; for the PPU 
repudiates war as the crowning imbccility, 
no less than the crowning immorality, of 
the modern world: and Federal Union 
underlines this conviction when it acclaims 
the sovereignty of the State as the evil 
zenius which goads men to fight, and points 
to Federalism as the only device—in the 
political realm—which can ensure “a happy 
issue out of all our afflictions.” 


PSYCHOLOGY 
AND 
SECURITY 


War and Peace: Essays in Psychological 
Analysis. By William Brown, A. and C. 
Black. 5s. net 
R. WILLIAM BROWN is a distinguished 
psycho-therapist with a liberal outlook, 

His opinions on war and peace are descrving 

of careful study. - 

For pacifists in particular It is important to 
realize that enthusiastic participation in wer-like 
movements may be directed by mental forces 
hidden from conscious recognition, so that many 
of those who are consciously lovers of peace may 
be carried intu milltarism by unconscious motives 
which they have not Icarned to recognize. 

The author makes clear throughout that in his 
opinion war is evil and the present danger to 
peace is largely due to, the failure of the Allies 
in the past to deal justly with their defeated 
enemies. While he believes that injustices to 
Germany must still be rectified, he supports 
collective security as the solution to our present 
problems, and believes that we must be strongly 
armed against ageressor nations. 

It is at this point that paciilsts must disagree 
with Dr. Brown. “ War.” he says, “is come 
pletely evil, a thing with which we must not 
make terins.” But what is a “coalition of all 
peace-loving states to resist oguression” but a 
coming to terms with war? Such a coulltion is 
an attempt to use the threat of war to prevent 
aggression; a threat which we believe must in- 
tensify the evil that it js intended to remedy. 

We must all, on the other hand, welcome the 
author’s statement that “It is the spirit of war 
itself that has to be fought, and we fight it by 
refusing to give ourselves up to war emotion.” 
This indeed might be taken as a motto for the 
immediate task of the PPU. 

Coalitions to restrain aggressors are being 
formed whether we like it or not, but we may 
still do somcthing to check the rise of the mili- 
tary spirit which is a dangerous accompaniment 
of military preparedness, however well-intene 
tloned the state of preparedness may be. 


R. H. Thouless= 
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Readers on the Pacifist “ Dilemma é 


NAUCH has been written in your columns 

of late concerning, directly and in- 
directly, the “ Pacifist Dilemma” and the 
“ Reader's Question.” The fact of the ques- 
tion’s ever having been put indicates that 
even pacilists are troubled by vestiges in 
their own minds of the old nationalist and 
traditional lines of thought. 

More uccurately, perhaps, and in more 
fencial terms, the question is that, if the 
pacilist were forced to choose between two 
evils, would he not naturally choose the less 
evil of the two?) The implicit presupposi- 
tion that there may, in certain circum- 
stances, be no good ready to be done, no 
ultimately virtuous path waiting to be 
taken, is fundamentally wrong; and since 
it is upon this fallacy that so much of the 
uppe.l of National Service propaganda de- 
pend, we should devote considerably more 
time than we at present do to clearing at 
Jeast our own minds of this particularly 
insidious cant. 

We should then find far fewer pacifists 
in doubt as to whether they should register 
Jor some form of “ Humanitarian Work in 
time of War,” and far fewer stammering 
hesitintly when asked unexpectedly to ex- 
plain thes opposition to ARP. 


W. J. S. N. GRINDLAY. 
5 Biuckley View, Honor Ouk Park, S.E.23. 


Some of the correspondence that has fol- 
lowed Kose Macaulay's article seems to me 
to illustrate only too well how far 
nationalist and militarist tricks of thinking 
sail have their hold on us, 

If ve criticize Germany, Hitler replies: 
“Well, louk at Palestine.” Defenders of 
the E:mpire say: “Things would be worse 
under the Nazis, anyway.” Whether such 
people know that tu quoque is no justifica- 
tion, or whether (as I suspect) our states- 
men are merely overgrown schoolboys, it is 
difficult to say. But why should readers 
of Peace News concern themselves with 
such childish arguments? 

There is, of course, a case for emphasizing 
beam: in our own eye, more especiully as 
the press—whether “free” or otherwise, 
specializes in foreign motes. We should do 
well to think more about Palestine, Kenya, 
&e,, aad the Germans to think more about 
Czechoslovakia and the Jews. But this 
eternal bickering as to which crimes are 


Federal Union 


The discussions on Federal Union are all 
to the #oed and Mr. Streit’s book is a useful 
tex.. ‘There are two points, however, which 
debaters should have clearly in their minds 
at the outset, lest they commit themselves 
unknowingly to what they do not intend. 

1, A Federal Union, whether of the whole 
world, as of a large part of it, is based on 
loree. ‘The force would be Police Force 
within the Union (since the States Members 
of the Union would be individually dis- 
armed); bat it would be Military Force as 
between Union and Non-Union States (since 
the Union would be collectively armed), 
hike the USA. 

2. The proposal put forward by (a) Mr, 
Streit 1s for the formation now of a Union 
of Demucratie States, quite logically ex- 
cluding the USSR, with other non-demo- 
cratic States, The proposal put forward by 
(b) a new English organization under the 
name of “ederal Union” is that a num- 
ber of States not clearly specified, but in- 
cluding the USSR should form a Union 
now and “invite the totalitarian nations to 
join them on equal terms.” 

This. second proposal repeats one of the 
worst (catures of the League of Nations. If 
an honest elfort is to be made to establish 
a Worid Federation, or a European Federa- 
tion, all the States whom it is proposed to 
include must “ come in on the ground floor.” 
The “equal terms” must be equally 
thrashed oul together, for men’s notions of 
equality diller. 

(Mrs.) H. M. SWANWICK. 

Maidenhead. 


Holidays for Children 


The 1ollowing is a suggestion for “ Peace Ser- 
vice" Pacilists who live by the sea or in the 
country might perhaps be willing to entertain for 
a week or two in the summer one or two of those 
children from the families of the unemployed in 
Loudoun and other large industrial cities, who It 
is known would otherwise have no opportunity 
of petting, away from the city except for a day's 
outing. 

Will anyone interested in this scheme please 
communicate with me at the-address below and 
lo will put them in touch with necessitous cases. 

(Miss) JOYCE E. HANCOCK, 

7 Lansdowne Square, Rosherville, 

Gravesend, Kent 


LETTERS TO 


PEACE NEWS 


THE EDITOR 


worst means that we have allowed our- 
selves to be gulled into the most dangerous 
fallacy of nationalism—that what matters 
is not the eradication of an evil, but the 
determination of the worst culprit, on whom 
we may vindicate our indignation as scape- 
goat for our own sins. 

Such an attitude is as futile as it is 
dangerous. It reminds one of those farcial 
“Disarmament” Conferences, where (as 
Lord Ponsonby used to tell us) “ grown-up 
men seriously discussed how many tanks 
equalled one battleship and whether a sub- 
marine was offensive or defensive.” 

The crimes of nations are quite as im- 
measurable, and their measurement (were 
it possible) would be equally unprofitable. 
How many miles of territory annexed 
equals how many pounds sterling of war 
indemnity? How many people killed equals 
how many wounded or imprisoned or 
flogged or otherwise maltreated? How 
many Arab homes destroyed equal how 
many German Jews forced into exile, and 
what is the international standard unit for 
brutality in concentration camps, which 
most civilized governments now resort to? 

Surely it should be suflicient to say that 
we are opposed to all cruelty, tyranny, in- 
justice and oppression, that we intend to 
create the mind and the machinery for a 
new social order in which these things have 
no place, and that arguments of this kind— 
still less taking sides in “righteous” wars 
between the pot and the kettle—will] not 
help us. On the contrary, such discussions 
arouse precisely those fallacies of con- 
demnation and _ self-justification which 
evade the main issue—that society itself is 
corrupt and cannot be treated locally. 


REGINALD REYNOLDS 


Contributions to Peace News certainly do 
sometimes appear to be almost as “ pro- 
German” as Goebbels himself. Is it not 
partly because they feel that some counter- 
blest is needed to the one-sided accounts 
of the English press? And when Miss 
Macaulay says that people sometimes won- 
der whether they have got hold of Action 
by mistake does she not intend that as a 
corrective to the error of appearing to be 
blind to German faults? And between the 
popular press and the Peace News counter- 
blast and Miss Macaulay’s counter-counter- 
blast do we not arrive at a compromise in 
attitude which is preferable to either 
extreme? 

The Nazis, to achieve what they con- 
sidered a desirable end, have persecuted 
innocent Jews. Adherents of the League 
of Nations—to achieve what they con- 
sidered a desirable end—were prepared to 
inflict great privations on equally innocent 
Italians. Pacifists, whatever they think of 
the ends, must disapprove of these means, 
in whatever context they find them. But, 
realizing that disapproval is negative, and, 
alone, will never bring peace, they try to 
concentrate rather on the positive side— 
creation of a friendly spirit by secing the 
thing from the other man’s point of view. 


W. R. ANCRUM. 
12 Ranelagh Street, Bristol 5. 


Much of the correspondence on “The 
Pacifist Dilemma” has been concerned, not 
unnaturally, with what can rightly be called 
historical consequences and _ historical 
“ends.” 

May I quote from the book, The Werld & 
God, by H. H. Farmer? 


“For the Christian, circumstances will often 
arise wherein he must act in defiance of every 


consideration of possible or probable historical 
consequences, believing that his obedience to God 
is related to an cternal end, even though ap- 
parently it cannot be justified in terms of his- 
torical ends The ‘here stand I, I can no other, 
no matter what estimations of historical con- 
sequences you may set before me’ is likely at 
any moment to be forced to the lips of everyone 
who is in living touch with God.” 
(Rev.) W. IVOR CLAYDON, 
18 Waterloo Road, Southey St, Nottingham. 


I read Miss Macaulay's letter in Peace News 
last week with considerable dismay. It appears 
to me that righteous indignation, i.e., hatred of 
Nazism, is clouding Miss Macaulay's pacifism. 

1 read the letler from Germany under dis- 
cussion, and considered it a very understandabiec 
expression from a young German. I fear it was 
not so much “an example of Nazi propaganda,” 
as the outcome of bitter experience. 

Regarding getting “truth” across, this we can 
only do in so far as we know truth. I regularly 
send over Peace News and other periodicals 
which l believe take up a reasonably unbiussed 
standpoint. Also I occasionally send the Duily 
Mirror and other popular literature including 
the public speeches of some of our leading puoli- 
ticians, just to show my German friends that we 
also are inflicted “with a stream of furious and 
lying abuse.” 

I also deprecate Nazi methods, but I do not 
think Herr Hitler any more war-like than any 
“National Hero" of any nationality would be in 
his position. I seem to remember several practi- 
cal offers’ for peace from him since he came to 
powepybeing flippantly disregarded. 

Of Course every British man und woman wants 
peace; so does every German man and woman; 
but not the present sort of peace. The trouble 
is that both sides are prepared to wage a war 
to get a peace to their own advantage. 

Miss Macaulay dislikes the use of the words 
“militant majority" used by the commentator. 
“Considering the universal dread of war," the 
universal determination to go to war rather than 
sacrillce anything, would perhaps justify “War. 
mongers “as a more descriptive word in this 
connexion, 


FREDERICK LOHR. 
63 Monkhams Lane, Woodford Green, Essex. 


“WHY NOT CONSCRIPTION ? ” 


NV AY I remind Mr. G. H. Walkerdene 

that the solution for war rests with 
every individual, and war will ‘Only )cease 
when men have the courage to refuse to 
fight. I myself found it far easier to yo 
over the top with my comrades than to 
preach pacifism. War taught me that 
whatever ideals I fought for, my opponent 
did likewise, and though we won the war, 
we and our children wil! have to foot the 
bill. 


Furthermore, the only difference between 
killing in peace time and in war, is that 
the latter is legalized murder permitted in 
Christian countries, Had the Church stood 
by the cross instead of the sword in the 
last fray, I feel fully convinced that we 
should have been nearer the solution than 
we ure at the present day. 

Had the money that hus been spent on 
armaments been spent on social services, 
housing, and finding employment for the 
unemployed, we should have had a more 
virile, manly and physically and morally 
fit nation. As it is, we have millions of men 
who are broken in health and body through 
war-service, whilst thousands suller from 
malnutrition brought on by unemployment 
through the aftermath of war. 

To prevent war, Mr. Walkerdene, you 
say we must be prepared. But are not all 
nations saying likewise? You consider you 
are in the right, whilst others consider they 
are. Try and see the other man’s point of 
view. Ask yourself whether, after ‘the 
way we treated Germany after the War, 
you can blame Germany looking to Hitler 
for guidance. 

Finally, you consider that a small body 
of men—both pseudo and real, honest 
Christian pacifists—should not be permitted 
to enjoy the benefits provided for them by 
those who make sacrifices. 

Does not the pacifist make sacrifices? 
During the War, did he not forgo his 
liberty for his faith in pacifism? Does he 
not pay his share of the war burden in his 
taxes? Was he not boycotted? Even to 
this day he is still victimized. 

A new spirit will only arise when we 
are prepared to look on other nations, 
irrespective of creed or colour, as brothers. 

I write this, Mr. Walkerdene, as one who 
took part in the last war and has sullered 
like yourself, and through the remainder 
of life is crippled through war-service. I 
pray God there may never be another war, 
but I at least will throw my whole weight 
into the cause of peace. 


E. S. DANES. 


56 Kenwood Road, Bordesley Green East, 
Birmingham, 9, 


May I, as a youth affected by the Mili- 
tary Training Bill, be allowed to put for- 
ward my answers to the arguments 
advanced by Mr. Walkerdene in last week’s 
Peace News. 

His main argument is that war is a 
product of human nature and that war will 
never cease until the selfishness of man- 
kind has been removed. This would be 
quite justified if the only point against 
war was that it was wrong, but surely a 
strong point of the pacifist case is that be- 
sides being silly, immoral and futile, war, 
to all who indulge in it, brings nothing but 
loss? In other words, man, from pure seif- 
interest, will either have to find some other 
way of settling arguments or else be exter- 
minated us a_ species. If man doesn't 
abolish war then war will abolish man. 

The second argument advanced is that 
as there have been wars for thousands vf 
years then, ipso fucto, there always will be 
wars. Had humanity accepted this in the 
earliest days then we should still be en- 
joying the amenities and comforts of the 
stone-age. Duelling and slavery were both 
supported by arguments of this type and 
such “conservatism” bears little weight in 
any matter. 

The most interesting part of Mr. Walker- 
dene’s letter, however, is the latter half. 
Having informed us chat war is inevitable, 
he goes on to tell us how to prevent it, ie., 
be prepared! Now, surely, if war is inevit- 
able, to endeavour to prevent it is so much 
wasled energy. It is this idea of the in- 
evitability of war, that makes the para- 
uraphs about “the brotherhood of man” and 
the “new spirit that will arise” nothing 
but, in his own words, “pious platitudes.” 

The abolition of war is the first step to 
universal brotherhood and I, for one. see 
that step as not only a possibility but some- 
thing more in the nature of a necessity. 

As a Christian, 1 believe that what is 
wrong in this world, is also the thing that 
does not pay in the long run, and, there- 


fore, “I renounce war.” 
ALBERT E. PERRY. 
’ 9 Springfeld Road, West Ham, E.15. 


Mr. Walkerdene says. “To prevent war 
you must be prepared,” meaning, 1 pre- 
sume, that you must arm and organize for 
war so elliciently that potential enemies 
will fear to displease you. But other 
countries also adopt this policy, and are 
constantly increasing their armaments [or 
the sume reason. 

The armaments race can never be won, 
unless we are prepared to turn our country 
into an armed camp, to cut off all expendi- 
ture on social and educational services, and 


to extend conscription downward to every 
schoolchild, as Italy does. We shall then 
-be so thoroughly Fascist as to have de- 
feated our own object, and have let out 
at the back door that very democracy and 
freedom which we are lined up to defen 

so gallantly at the front. 0 


It is, moreover, unlikely that war will 
actually be prevented even by this sacri- 
fice, since nothing will have been done 
meanwhile to remove the genuine 
grievances of the so-called “aggressor 
Powers,” on whom—as indeed on us—the 
financial and nervous strain will eventually 
become so great that they—or their 
leaders—will prefer to risk a war. 

ROSALIND BEVAN. 

21 Raylan Roud, Skelty, Swansca. 


Pacifism from the Pews 


Under the heading “Pacifism from Pews," 
Peuce News for June 23 contains un appeal for 
women to ussist the pacifist cause by entering 
Churches and proclaiming their message in the 
middle of the service. 

It cannot be too strongly emphasized that such 
tactics can bring nothing but discredit to the 
cause The essence of pacifism is strely courtesy 
and consideration for the feelings of others, In. 
terrupting a service to impress one’s views upon 
others is pour propaganda and worse manners, 

(Rev.) EDWIN S. TOWILL. 

PPU Ollice, 6 Panmure Street, Dundee, 


Newsagent 


DOircscc sacs ccwstaeecooceccrscicescvescnscoee 


(Newsagent'’s name} 


Please doliver “PEACE NEWS“ 
to me weekly. 


NOMG: Misccscccccescoce’scsescetercesseseuss 
AGCIOSS -.cccccsccsccccocccccestscroccceseste 


Please hand this to your 


as from issue datod .......ccecescscsene 


“PEACE NEWS" 1s published 
weekly as a National Newspaper at 
the retail price of 2d. It is obtain- 
able by your wholesa-er at the usual 
rates {rom the Publishers oat 3 
Blackstock Road, London, N.4. 


Note to Nowsagont :— 
' 
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eQDERRY BBABEC LAY writes from itoom Es: 


PPU Page 


NEWS FROM 


THE CENTREE 


SOMETIMES get a letter which gives me 
awn unpleasant shock! The writer has 

vbviously never been to Llead Olfice or even 
visualized the work that goes on here, He 
(or she!) pictures us as little dictators and, 
if he happens to be an old soldicr, would 
probably say we had a “cushy billet.” 

This week I propose to give some pictures 
of our work and of the people who are only 
names to many of you. Let me admit right 
away that we have all the luck (as pacifists) 
in being able to work in a congenial atmos- 
phere amongst friends, doing the work next 
our heart. 

But dictators—no fear! Slaves to a 
steadily increasing momentum, willing 
slaves, but with no time to call our own. 


* 


Have you ever thought what it means to 
send out 140,000 Peace Service Handbooks 
to all parts of the British Isles, and at the 
same time to be dealing with ’phone mes- 
sages, printers, publishers, artists, and a 
hundred and one other queer folk, and still 
keep smiling? That is Palmer’s job in our 
packing department. 

By the way, he tells me that there are 
‘two or three new publications that he 
wants widely known:— 

1. The Unknown Buby, a new pamphlet which 
is a re-print from Reynolds, a poem by “Tom 
Fool” (Eleanor Farjeon). We have it on sale 
now, 4s. a 1,000, 6d. a 100. 

2. Here is u pamphlet for 
creature “the Man in the Street.” called This 
War Business, price 1d. (worth 6d.). Be sure to 
get this for wide distribution and sale (con- 
version uarantecd). 

3. Have you read “The Merttens Lecture, 1939,” 
delivered at Friends House, by the Rev. Henry 
Carter, price Gd.? If you were unable to go, 
here is your -opportunity. 

The Peace Service Handbook, like Tenny- 
son's brook “goes on for ever.” 


* 


From the basement Ict me take you to 
the top of fourth floor which is the happy 
hunting ground of Miss Moffitt and her 
“sang.” All signatures come to her and are 
dealt with by return. 


that fantastic 


Did I hear someone say “Oh, yes?” Actu- } 


ally a great many signatures are collected 
by groups and are not immediately sent to 
us. 

Miss Moffitt i is very anxious that the group 


secretaries should send these off as spon as | 
they are received as the membership dates (¥ 


PEACE NEWS . s 


from the time of filing. This is particularly [xy 


important when the member wishes to 
show his card before the ‘Tribunal. - 


Miss Moffitt, by the way, has been with | , 


us from the day the PPU began and .has 
seen it grow from 1 to 126,500. 


* 


Money is our life-blood. Without it we 
could not expand. In the same way that 
one looks at the barometer for the weather, 
we look at Frank Middleton’s face for the 
news of subscriptions. Do send us a fat 
cheque to keep him smiling! 

He is the best accountant that any move- 
ment could have, exact and an optimist (the 
only accountant I have ever met who was 
not a born pessimist). 


* 


The secretaries’ department is the back- 
bone of the house. 

However much work you give them, they 
always get it done and yet always look as 
if they have come back from a holiday (ex- 
cept on Monday morning, when they have). 


* 


Alan Staniland keeps us all in order, that 
is to say he “checks us up,” keeps us sup- 
plied with all our requirements, orders all 
our literature and does a dozen.other jobs, 
including the odd ones which no-one is re- 
sponsible for. 


* 


Tucked away in little dens are people 
who are heard of but seldom scen, | Richard 
Ward and Roy Walker. : 

Richard writes plays, pamphlets and re- 


the 


left: 
Frank Middleton and R. H. Ward. 


From Roy Walker, 


views, is responsible for literature generally 
and to him we owe the high level reached 
by this part of our propaganda. 

Have you read his new pamphlet The 
Human Factor, price 3d.? It is the most in- 
spiring essay I have read for a long time. 


* 


Although we have three telephone lines, 
it is sometimes quite impossible to get 
through to us as they are nearly always In 
action. 

If it were not for Miss Allen and Miss 
Ager we should never get in touch with the 
outside world at all. They work like tro- 
jans (or should it be angels?) 


¥% 


Finally no description of H.Q. would be 
complete without mentioning the fact that 
Stuart Morris is godfather to us all. He 
takes all the blame for our many mistakes 
and is a tower of strength at pubtic meet- 
ings and committees. 

Of course, I have only mentioned a few 
and there are many others. With you, they 
form the Peace Pledge Union. Next time 
you feel like sending an anonymous letter, 
think again! 


—— 


What The Groups Are Doing 


RECENT activities in Belfast have in- 

&% cluded distribution of 5,000 copies of 
The Warning leaflet; debate with Social 
Credit udvocates; discussions with local 
Labour Party; an open air meeting on the 
Customs House steps; a jump in Peace News 
sales from four to six dozen weekly (two 
stalwarts consistently refuse to abandon 
their pitch until they have sold all their 
copies, even though it means standing until 
midnight); the starting of three groups, 
who are conducting study circles based 
upon Pacifism for Today and Tomorrow; 
and the starting of a first-aid class with the 
Matron of a local hospital, a PPU member, 
as tutor. 


West Yorkshire Annual Mceting 
HE supreme value of fellowship within the 
pacifist movement was stressed by Rev. 
Donald Robins, in welcoming the seventy mem- 
bers present at the annual meeting of the West 
Yorkshire Federation, held at the headquarters 
of the Leeds group last Saturday. 

Congratulations on their stand and the assur- 
ance of every help from over two thousand war 
resisters, was expressed by Resolution to be sent 
to nearly a hundred COs in the Federation's 
area. Advisory Bureaux had already been 
formed to cover the whole area, and a fund to 
provide assistance in possible cuses of need was 
duaugurated. 

Reporls on the year's work were most en- 
couraging, practically every one of the 33 groups 
carrying on various activities. Permanent PPU 
rooms ure now well established in Bradford and 
Eluddersifield. 


Bournemouth and New Forest 
Region 
if Poe past few weeks have been busily spent in 
the formution of this new Region, and the 
recent visit of Mr. Hope Gill did a lot to instil! 
tresh enthusiasm. The new region consists of 
the following groups: Bournemouth Central, 
Boscombe, Southbourne, Christchurch, Winton, 
Parkstone, New Milton, Swanage, Wareham and 
Ferndown, 
The groups are now settling down the new 
Btrangement and are already doing active work. 


Isle of Wight Groups 


OUR new groups have been formed in the 


Isle of Wight at Ryde, Cowes, Sandown and, 


Ventnor, and it is hoped that Newport and Yar- 
mouth will soon fall into line. 
Intending holidaymakers ja the Isle should be 


ae to get into touch as soon as vossible with 

Mr. Hales, Leon, Whiteley Bank, Ventnor, who 
will give them a job of work to do for the PPU 
at whichever place they happen to be staying! 


New Group in Chestertield 
NEW group has been formed in Chesterfield 
and meetings will be held fortnightly in the 
Friends’ Meeting House, at 7 p.m., commencing 
on Suturday, July 8. 


Swindon’s First Open-Air Meeting 
AST Wednesday evening the Swindon group 
held its first open-air meeting in a nelgh- 
bouring country town. Leaflets had previously 
been distributed to all houses and the meeting 
was preceded by a poster parade. 

Two local Church Ministers and four members 
of the local PPU group put forward various 
aspects of the pacifist position and of the futility 
of war. Copies of Peace News and the Peace 
Service Handbook were distributed. 


Cardiff Mock Tribunal 


MOCK Tribunal was held on Wednesday of 

Jast week und -was considered a great help 
to the COs. Further tribunals are therefore to 
be held shortly. 


A Garden Party in aid of retugees will be held | 


at Llanishen House, Llanishen, on July 19, about 
which further details are obtainable from Miss 
I. M. Goodfellow, 3 Marlborough Road, Cardiif. 


“The Warning ” in Truro 


URING the showing of the ARP film, The 

Warning, in Truro, leaflets were distributed 

by members of the PPU. Once of the Icaflets was 

handed to the Bishop of Truro who spoke at a 
mass National Service parade at the cinema. 

A noticeable feature was the interest taken in 

the pacifist cause, Indicative of this was the fact 

that only three leaflets were thrown away. 


Westhoughton Opposition 


HE Westhoughton (Luncashire) group rented 

a room opposite the cinema where The 

Warning was belng shown, and used it as a Peace 
Shop for a week. 

Many handbills were distributed by energetic 


volunteers each evening, several new members ' 


were obtained, and a falr amount of literature 
was sold, including copies of Peace News and the 
Peuce Service Handbook. 


Faversham Open-Air Meeting 
N open-air meeting on “Conscription” was 
held in) the Faversham Market Place 
recently. It was preceded by a Peace Stall which 


was made the basis for a display of posters, the 
distribution of leaflets and sules of the Peuce 
Service Hundbook. Fifty-three ccpies of Peace 
News were sold in the streets. 


Mr. R. Maynard Bennett, of Sittingbourne, 
opened the meeting and attracted a large crowd 
which varied In number between two and four 
hundred. He was followed by Mr. W. T. Batt, of 
Faversham. 


Members Visit Bruderhof 


EMBERS of the Godalming, Farncombe, 

Guildford, Farnham and Alton groups 
visited the Cotswold Bruderhof last Saturday 
and joined in some of the work. 


Later there was a discussion, during which the 
Bruderhof members said they thought members 
of the PPU, having gone so far, ought to go the 
final step to community. They did not see how 
pacifists could preach Brotherhood without 
living it 


“ What the Groups Are Doing ” continued 
on page LL 
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Under the Oak Tree 


BASQUE HOUSE: 


“ QUADS ” 
By Theo Wills inniun 


SPERANZA—pronounced Esperantha— 
and* commonly called Espe—pro- 
nounced Espay—whose name, it is not diffl- 
cult to see, means “Hope,” is one of our 
quartette of babies, the others being 
Bertita, 3 years, Emilita 5 and Teodorina 8. 
Espe herself is 6. They are constantly to- 
gether and may he observed engrossed in 
the same occupations which appeal to Eng- 
lish children of that age. 
It is sad that the quartette must be broken up. 
Bertita and Emilita are to go back to Spain. 
Espe and Teodorina, huwever, cannot go back 


STUMIUITNIINN mre 


and we are sceking semi-permanent homes for - 


them. Espe’s father was shot by the Nationalists, 
and her mother is gravely ill and poor and can. 
not take her. Teodorina’s parents are refugees 
in France and hope that we shall be able to 
tind her and her sister and two brothers a home 
until they can get to Mexico and make a new 
home for them there. 

Espe's face is familiar to many if not ail 
members of the Peace Pledge Union, and, more- 
over, to many besides, for its image has been 
travelling all over the country. She it is who 
smiles at you between the oak-leaves on the 
Basque House stamp. 

Espe is doubly an orphan. When she came 
here she had a mother with her. An elder 
refugee girl had found outlet for her own 
maternal instincts by taking Espe into her special 
care and they kept together from colony to 
colony. Maria, her mother, has now, however, 
rejoined her brothers and sisters who are 
refugees in Belgium. 


Espe is fair and mischievous. Teodorina is dark | 


and good, and has big black lashes. She would, 
of course, like to tind a home near her sister and 
two brothers. ° 

What offers of a home for Espe?—and foc 
Teodorina?—and for our other children whom 
we must have adupted into private homes at 
once? 

e s e e 

This series, ‘Under the Oak Tree,” is a 
weekly reminder of the Basque Children who 
are our proteges at Basque flouse, Langham, 
Colchester, Essex. AU gifts Io. klod should be 
sent there. 


Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1, They will be 
most gratefully acknowledged 


Thre Notice. 
Board 


Items must be received by MONDAY. 


Meetings 

Blackheath.—Open-air mectings held every 
Sunday at 7 p.m. at Whitleld’s Mount (near 
cricket pilch), preceded by tca at Diackheath 
Peace Shop. Speakers: Sybil Morrison, Alaa 
Eden-Green and others. 

“Peace News” Sellers Wanted. 
Oldham.—Further volunteers wanted for street 


selling every Friday, High Street, 7.15 to 8.45 p.m, 


Write, Joseph Holroyd, 22 Shaw Road, Oldham. 

Edmonton.—Mass selling tomorrow (Saturday) 
from 6.30 to 830 p.m, meeting at Edmonton 
Independent Church. 

Manchester. —- Peace News and Handbook 
sellers wanted on Saturday, July 8 from 2.30 
p.m. onwards. Please collect supplies from 41 
John Dalton Street any time after 2.15 p.m 

Aliscellaneous 

Jumble Sale.—Organized by Westminster group 
on July 15 in aid of group funds. Saleable 
articles of all descriptions will be welcomed and 


should be sent to W. J. Gilmore, G, Bessborough | 


Place, S.W.1, or will be collected oa receipt of a 
postcard to this address 

A permanent mock tribunal, rescmbling as 
nearly as possible those to be appointed under 
the Military Training Act, is to be sct up shortly 
in London. All those wishing to appear before 
this body to “try out” their case for cxemption, 
also any who are willing to sit as members of it, 
please write to Secretary, Fellowship of Consci- 
entious Objectors, 84 Review Road, Cricklewood, 


JN.W.2. 


treet, London, W.C.| Eurcon 5501 


Leaflet 


LIBERTY 
d 


an 
AUTHORITY. 
in the 

Modern World 


Henry Carter 

Merttons 

Lecture, 1937 
éd. 
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iKvents 
_As thls is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
im We nevertheless desire to make It as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
und therefore urge organizers of events to 

L. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 

2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
street); nature of event; speakers, 
orgunizers (and .sceretary's address)— 
preferably in that order and Style. 


Today (Friday) 
ROLLOWAY; i.30 pm. Friends’ Meeting House, 
404 Camden Road; garden meeting of North Lon- 
don Fellowship of Reconciliation; Father Jack 
Winslow oon “Gandhi's Aggressive Pacifism"; 
peace play: Fast Bound, by Tottenham PPU mein- 
ber. 

LEICESTER; 8 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Prebend Street: Rev. T. M. Jonnston on ~ Pacitism 
and Nonconfurmity "3 Folt 

LONDON, W.C.1; @ pin. o& Endsleigh Gardens; 
for all COs; debate on “ Alternative Service"; 
Fellowship of Conscientious Objectors, 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 pan. d Endsicigh Gardens; 
an inter-nember discussion on " Why 1 became a 
Pac fist "3 PPU. 

ALBURY; 8 p.m. Village Hall; debate; Cyril 
Adiins and Rev. M. E. Tupper (chairman); Youtl 
Fellowship. ° 


Fomorrow (Saturday) 
BAKNILURSE; 3 pin. 52 Bowness oad; garden 
party; PPU, 

MANCHESTER; Milton Hall, Deansgate; 3 p.m. 
Delipate conference—Mr. G. A. Sutherland 
(chairman); 6.45 p.m. Demonstration—A, Joseph 
Brasshaw (chairman), A. Fenner Brockway, 
Jauwes MH. Hudson and others; No Conscription 
Leayue. See also page 7. 

RICKMANSWORTH; 3 p.m. “Upmeads,” The 
Drive; garden meeting; James Avery Joyce, 
Councillor A. R. Palmer and Percy A. Leonard 
(chairman); “Active Service for Peace”; PPU. 
WELWYN GARDEN CITY; 3.30 p.m. Secretarial 
School, 10 Parkway; William Cooper and W. R. 
Mughes (chairman); PPU. 

CROYDON; 7.30 p.m. Katherine Street; open- 
air iueeting; Maurice Briar, PPU. 


‘Tomorrow and Sunday 

OLD JORDANS HOTEL (near Beaconsfield); 
Celebration of Thomas Ellwood; Saturday: 3 and 
U.JU pin. Episodes from his life dramatized by 
Beutrwe Saxon Snell; in aid of Friends’ work 
for itefugees; Sunday: 2.30 p.m. Pilgrimage by 
moter coach to places of interest associated with 
Thomas Ellwood; 6.30 p.m. Lecture on Thomas 
Ellucod by Arthur Rowntree; further’ details 
{rom the Warden at the Hostel 


Sunday, July 2 
HYDE PARK Stand; J pm. Sybil Morrison; 
PRU 
SOULM LIFELETON (near Evesham); 6 p.m. 
Open-air meeting in Field opposite the Mid- 
Litth ton School; Maurice L. Rowntree and other 
Fryevds; Society of Friends. 
MANCHESTER; 7.45 p.m. Platt Fields; open-air 
Ineetigh PPU, 
SALI ORD; 8 p.m. Peel Park; open-air mecting; 
A Stones and C Orford; PPU. 
OLDGUURY; 8 p.m. Barnfield) Park; open-air 
meets; Sydney Conbeer, Wilfred Wellock and 


Aideiinan Bf. Robbins (chairman); PPU. 
SOUL LEETLETON (near Evesham); confer- 
ence on "Quakerism, a Way of Life"; Maurice 


Kowiliece, Scciety of Friends. 


Monday, July 3 
SWASNSESN: 7.90 pm. Friends’ Mecting House, 
ilwh Sireet; Mock Tribunal; No Conscription 
League 

Tuesday, July 4 
LONDON, E.G4; 12.10 p.m, 13 Paternoster Row, 
Mrs 1) Hlowman on “People, Old and New”; 
City VPU proup 
LONDON, Wil: 7.45 pm. Dick Sheppard Memor- 
ral Cuubs King’s Weigh House, Thomas Strect, 
Oxfteod Street London Group Leaders’ Meeting. 
WEST NORWOOD; 8.15 p.m. IL Portal Close; Mr. 
Goodiich on “The Basis of Christian Pacifism”; 
PPU 

Wednesday, July 5 

PECHKHAM, 8 pan. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Vugh> wore Road; Dr. Alfred Salter and Sydney 
Larcumbe (chairman), PPU. 
WILLESDEN; 8 p.m. Crown Hotel, Cricklewood 
Broadway; supper meeting: Lord Arnold and R. 
G. J Vovey (chairman); Willesden Round Table. 


Thursday, July 6 


LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 pam. 13 Paternoster Row, 


Mrs. loyce Pollard on “The Peace Army in 
Palestine’; City PPU group. 
LONPON, £.C.4; 6 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; Mrs. 


Muricl Langford on “A recent visit to Germany”, 
City PU yroup. 

SWARKSEA; 7.30 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
High street; meeting for business and to wel- 
come new members; PPU. 

LONDON, N.W.1; 8 p.m. Friends House, Euston 
Road: HWarrew Cadbury. JP, will present a por- 
trait bust by Mr, Joseph Abbo to George Lans- 
bury; ‘he Master of Christ's College, Cambridge, 
will preside; George Lansbury Presentation 


Committee. 

Friday, July 7 
LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
Reginald Stamp on “The Post-war History of the 
Workinug-class Movement; PPU. 


Fri. to Sun., July 7 to 9 
LONDON, N.W.1; Friends House, Euston Road; 
20th National Peace Congress; particulars from 
Nation «! Peace Council, 39 Victoria Strect. S.W.t 
LONDON, E.C.4; Memorial Hall, Farringdon 


Street; weekend conference on “The African 
People. Democracy, and World Peace”; details 
frum the Secretary, Keith Alleyne, Aggrey 


House, 47 Doughty Street, W.C.1L. 


Al rye 

Sut, July 29, to Tues., Aug. 8 
Pannat, Ash College; PPU 
Summee Conference; partheulars (rom John 
Barelay, Dick Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh 
Street, London, W.C.1, - 
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CUT THIS OUT FOR REFERENCE 


ADVISORY 


BUREAUX: 


Additions and Amendmenis 


L4st week we published a full list of secretaries of advisory bureaux already 
known to the National Advisory Bureau at Dick Sheppard House, 6 Ends!cigh 


Street, London, WC1. 


Following is a list of alterations and additions, and it 


should be noted that similar changes in the list should-NOT be sent to Peuce 
News, but to the National Advisory Bureau at the above address. 


London 


HAMMERSMITIE AND CHESWICK. Friends’ 
Meeting House. Lower Halli, Hammersmith, W.6. 
MUSWELL HILL. Robert Avery, 160 Muswell 
Hitl Road, N.10. 

WINCHIIMORE HILL. Burleigh Finchen, Rowan 
Wood, The Broud Waik, Winchmore Hill, N.21. 


Provinces 


ABERDARE, Mrs, Cullingworth, Fairfield, Aber- 
dare, Wales. 

ABERGAVENNY,. Mr. J. D. Owen, Clyro, Park 
Crescent, Abergavenny, Mon. 
AYLESBURY. Mr. A. W. 
Leighton Buzzard, Beds. 
BAKEWELL AND MATLOCK,. Rev. A. Jones, 
Mill House, Cromford, near Matlock. 

BATH, Arnotd Longman, 32 Milsom Street, 
Bath. 

BRIGHTON AND HOVE. The Secretary, 
Brighton Peace Centre, 48 Montpelier Road, 
Brighton 1. 

BRYNMAWR. Rev. F. B. Hankinson, The Manse, 
Brynmawr, Brecon. 

CAMBRIDGE. Edward Johnson, 261 Cherry- 
hinton Road, Cambridge. 

CHATHAM. Eric G. Attwood, 4 Green Way, 
Chatham. 

COLCHESTER. Cecil Barrett, 8 Richardson 
Walk, Lexden. Colchester, 

CREWE. Mr. M. R. Riley, 378, Hungerford Road, 
Crewe. 

DUNDEE. PPU Office, Panmure Street, Dundee. 
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GLOUCESTER. Miss E. Weaving, 3 Grosvenor 
Road, Hucclecote, Glos. 
GRAVESEND. Donald Port, 143 Singlewell 


Road, Gravesend. 
GREAT AYTON. A. Herbert Dobbing, Friends’ 
School, Great Ayton, Yorks, 

HALIFAX. The Secretary, N.C.L., 2 St. James 
Street, Halifax. 

HIGH WYCOMBE. Rev. G. R. Maland, 223 West 
Wycombe Road, High Wycombe. 

ICKENHAM. H. Ql. J. Lee, Hoylake Crescent, 
Ickenham, Middlesex. 

IPSWICIL Mrs. Whitmore, 14 Weymouth Road, 
Ipswich. 

KILMARNOCK. Friends’ Mecting House, Stur- 
rock Street, Kilmarnock. 

LEATHERHEAD AND ORD. Mr. J. Top- 
ping, An Groban, Fir Tree Road, Leatherhead. 
LEEDS. Edna Lees, 27 The Avenue, Alwoodley 
Park, Leeds. 

LEWES. Cecil Heathfield, St. Martin's Lane, 
Lewes. 

LLANELLY. Walter Cowley, 
Terrace, Half Way Lianelly. 
LONG EATON. A. E. Butcher, “The Laurels,” 
Recreation Street, Long Eaton. 
MAIDSTONE. Wilfrid Vickers, 
Ashford Road. near Maidstone. 
NORTH HACKNEY ANI) STOKE NEWING- 
TON, Mr. J. T, Harris, 9 Queensdown Road, 
E.5. 

NEWARK-ON-TRENT. Mr. S. Gibbon, 55 Vic- 
foria Street, Newark. ? 
OXFORD. S. Burden, 9 Belvedere Road, Oxford. 
PONTYPOOL. Mc. T. Griffiths, Bryn-y-Coed, 
Usk Road. Pontypool. 

ST. IRELEN'S, Ernest B. Le Mare, Holly Mounts, 
Laurel Road, St. Helen's. < 

SHEFFIELD. Donald Rodger, Dick Sheppard 
Centre, 25 Change Alley, Shetheld. 
SOUTHEND-ON-SEA AND DISTRICT. J. L. 
Lon, 549 London Road. Westcliff-on-Sea. * 
WATFORD. Ilion Sec., 189 Pinner Road, Oxhey. 
bit ad Hon. Sec., 40 Devereux Drive, Wat- 
for’ 

YARMOUTILE (Great). Mrs. Pattern, 86 Churchill 
Road, Great Yarmouth. 
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\ 
Commons Debate on 
2 e « . 
Preparing for Peace 
EPLYING to a question by Mr. R. 
Sorensen in the House of Commons, 
Mr. W. S. Morrison said that “the question 
of the control of civil aviation in relation 
to its misuse for military purposes forms 
one of the matters which is under con- 
sideration by the Inter-Departmental In- 
quiry on Air Disarmament.” 

“Three meetings of the full Committee con- 
ducting the Inquiry have been held in the last 
year,” he said, “and a great deal of work has 
been carried out by a number of Sub- 
Committees and by Departmental investigations. 
The Hon. Member will no doubt appreciate that 
owing to the events of recent months the statls 
concerned have been preoccupied with matters 
of active defence and have been unable to devote 
as much time to this problem as they would 
otherwise have done. No approach on the matter 
has been mnodc in recent months to the Govern- 
ments of other Powers.” 

Mr. Sorensen: “When is some report likely to 
made in regard to this inquiry; and can we have 
fn assurance that at least as much active atten- 
tion will be paid to preparing for peace as Is now 
being paid to preparing for war?” 

Mr. Morrison: “I can assure the Hon. Member 
that the inquiry will be actively pursued, and 
that there will be no avoidable delay in bringing 
4t to a conclusion.” 


What the Groups 
Are Doing 


(Continued from p. 10.) 

Tramp 2reachers’ Pacifist Campaign 
AS part of a scheme to develop the East 

Midlands area of the Peace Pledge 
Union, three “tramp preachers” have just 
begun a tour of the area, holding open-air 
meetings in conjunction with local PPU 
groups. 

Two of the speakers are Mr. and Mrs. 
Alfred Opie, of the Brotherhood of the 
Way. 

The tour will last until the end of Sep- 
tember, when it will probably be followed 
by a visit from Mr. C. W. Hope Gill (PPU 
“Ambassador at Large”) to organize the 
next stage in the scheme—the formation of 
new groups. 

The travelling speakers have been in 


Leicester this week. Particulars of their 
itinerary and how PPU members can help 


chairman of the PPU East Midlands Area 
Committee, Mr. G. C. Baldwin, 1, Woodville 
Drive, Sherwood, Nottingham. 


Trip to the Seaside 


V JITH the cc-operation of the local group 
¥ of the Peace Pledge Union and the Uni- 
tarian Christian Church, Portsmouth, “The 
Good Companions” are planning a day's 
outing to the sea in July for a coach load of 
kiddies from the homes of unemployed in 
the East End. 


Less than 6d. a day for maintenance does not 
leave any margin for holidays, and this will be 
the first sight of the sca for some of them. 


Mr. Charles Stuart wishes to thank anonymous 
“Good Companions” for parcels of clothing, &c. 

He reports the offer from a PPU member of a 
three wecks' holiday in Wales for one of their 
boys, and points out that further offers for 
children or adults would be welcomed—even for 
a weekend. His address is 8 Highcroft Road, 
Crouch Hill, N.19. 


Burnley on the Up-grade 


FTER a prolonged struggle the Burnley group 

is now definitely on the up-grade. Burnley 

has hitherto been strong for the Collective 

Security idea, und has proved rather a tough pro- 

position, but sustuined press work—correspon- 

dence and advertisements of a catchy kind—dis- 
tribution of leaflets, &c., are telling their tale. 


Mr. Laurence Housman recently spoke to a 
large and attentive audience, and the long sus- 
tained applause at the end of his speech was 
most impressive, and full of encouragement for 
the future. What is more, the audience mag- 
nificently responded to an appeal for financial 
support. 


Crumpsall’s Experiment 


AST Saturday the Crumpsall group tried out 
au new experiment. Each member had 
undertaken to tind several children between 6G 
and 12 years old who would be likely to benefit 
most by a change of alr and surroundings, and 
these children were taken out Into the country 
where they spent the time in freedom, 1n fun, in 
picking flowers, in eating and drinking, in com- 
radeship with each other, and just enough atten- 
tion to keep them safe. 

Members of the group undertook the expense 
and responsibility, and through this experiment 
twenty-five children and their parents made their 
tirst contact with the PPU. s 


The “ Handbook” at Chingford 


At a local ARP Fete recently two mem- 

bers of the Chingford group sold 28 
copies of the Peace Service Handbook. A 
much larger number would have been sold 
had not headquarters temporarily run out 
of supply, for the books “sold like hot 
cakes.” 


Tomorrow (Saturday) there will be an 


open-air meeting at 6.30 onthe cerner of 


Albert Avenue, South Chingford, and at the 


same time a mass selling of Peace N: 1s and 


Service Handbooks. . 


their campaign are obtainable from the’ 
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Latest lime for Copy Tuesday Morning 


( ACCOMMODATION | 


FLAT, 2 rooins and kitchenette, fully furnished 
for 2 friends, 25s.—Arnold. 27 Marlborough 
Crescent, W.4. 


| WANTED 


WANTED TO RENT House with about 3 acres 
land within 20 miles London, to start community. 
—Mr. Bedwell, Hindustan House, 5 Rupert Street, 
E.l. 


PERSONAL 


CZECH BOY (fourteen years) desires. hos- 
pitality for a few months whilst waiting to enter 
USA. Must leave Prague immediately. Speaks 
English. No financial guarantee involved. Kindly 
send offers to: R. Maynard Bennett, 4 Addington 
Road, Sittingbourne, Kent. 

a SER ea a ES i 

JEWESS Music Teacher (52) Frankfurt, desires 
domestic post or guarantce and hospitality ; 
going USA in two years.—Box 185, Peace News, 
3 Blackstock Road, N.4 


VOLUNTARY HELPERS URGENTLY 
WANTED for Peace News Oltice Thursday after- 
noons, to pack parcels, &c.—Apply Distribution 
Dept. Peace News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4 (Stam- 
ford Hill 6157.) 


[ SITUATIONS } 


Wanted 


COMPANION-HELP. Post urgently sought for 
Austrian-Czech lady (38). Good housekeeper, 
expert cook and needlewoman, govd pianist, 
chauffeuse, anxious to find domestic post enabling 
her to bring her daughter (10) and place her at 
inexpensive school. Family known to Adver- 
tiser who asks for replies to be addressed: 
15 St. James’s Place, London, S.W.1. 


| WHERE TO STAY 


BELGIUM. We offer bed, breakfast for 2s. to 
pacifist travellers, Sindhwad, 37 rue Vander- 
kindere, Bruxelles-Uccle. 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Vegetarian Food Re- 
form Guest House. Alt. 600(t. For bappy holi- 
day or restful recuperation Increased sccom- 
modation. Central heating throughout; h. and c 
water in all bedrooms. Central for conferences. 
—A. & K. S Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, near 
Matlock, Telephone Ambergata 44 Station, 
Ambergate (L.MS.). 


FURNISHED HOUSES, &c. East coast badly 
hit. PPU members specially welcomed in South- 
wold. Write HUM, South Green. (Please en- 
close postage.) 


NEAR MALVERN HILLS. Guests received 
modernized Country Cottage. Two guineas.— 
Miss Ballard, Orchard Cottage, Ledbury. 


RURAL Devon. 

Ing guests received. 
cottage.—Vivian, ChittIchampton, 
N. Devon. 


Quiet, restful holiday. Pay- 
Comfortable modern. 
Umberieigh, 


P.P.U. Youth “Drive” 
Is Under Way 


D4vip SPRECKLEY has now left Peace 

Pledge Union headquarters and Arnold 
Daniels has kindly undertaken to help 
organize the Youth Campaign as a volun- 
tary helper. 

Further particulars will be issued shortly, 
but in the meantime he writes: 

The Youth Section of the’ PPU has now 
actively commenced its work. We ask the help 
of all our group leaders in this matter’ and 
should be pleased if all who have contacts with 
the various schools and institutes would com- 
municate with headquarters. The development 
of the Section depends entirely on the enthu- 
slasm of individual members, and we hope that 
you will do all in your power to further our aim 
of a youth section atlached to each PPU group. 

We hope that future activitics of the Section 
will include hikes, weekend camps, study-groups 
and other uscful and attractive activities. 

The PPU Youth Scction will collaborate with 
the LSIP in France and thus international 
contacts will be encouraged. 


Will all please do their utmost to start a 
section in their district. 


You can Help ‘Peace News” 
by 
SUPPORTING OUR 
ADVERTISERS 


and mentioning us in all replies to 
Advertisements. 


MEAT EATING INVOLVES CRUELTY | 


Why not try The Vegetarian Way? 
Free literature, including Recipes, from 


THE VEGETARIAN SOCIETY, 
57, Princess Streat, Manchester, 2 
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4 am 
Where Tribunals 
s a | = 

Will Sit 
RIBUNALS to deal with conscien- 
tious objectors under the Military 
Training Act will be set up in the 
following towns, according to informa- 
tion received from the Ministry of 
Labour by Stuart Morris, chairman of 
the Peace Pledge Union: 
Londen (2 tribunals) 
Cambridge 
Manchester 
Leeds 
Carlisle 
Newcastle 
Cardiff 
Caernarvon 
Birmingham 
‘ Ediyburgh 
Aberdeen 
Glasgow 
Inverness 


Medical Examination, 
Dependents’ Grant, 
For €.0O.s Accepting © 


e N“N e 
IrmNnar » vay 
Alternative Service 
TWO important concessions to objectors 
are announced in a letter from the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Labour, received by Stuart Morris, chair- 
man of the PPU. 

The letter reads: 

Mr. Brown {s now able to Jet you know that 
the intention is that conscientious objectors 
should be treated as regards the dependents’ 
allowances in exactly the same wuy as militia- 
men; and that those who are doing six months’ 
training under civil authority will have a 
snedical examination. 


Probable Chairmen 
ryyv_e 
of Tribunals 

Mr. H. A. L. Fisher may be chairman 
of the Appeals Tribunal which will deal 
with conscientious objectors in England 
and Wales under the Military Training Act. 
The position has been offered to him, but 
no definite appointment has yet been made. 

Mr. Fisher is Warden of New College, 
Oxford, and a governor of the BBC. 

A similar position in Scotland has been 
olfered to Lord Home, Lord Lieutenant of 
Berwickshire. 


The tribunals will hear appeals from local |: 


tribunals of the country. 


NEW PAMPHLETS 

An addition to the list of literature deal- 
ing with conscription which we printed last 
week is The Crime of Conscription, by E. 
I. Watkin, published by the Pax Group at 
Gd. 

It discusses the question 
Christian point of view. 

A_new booklet by Wilfred Wellock, entitled 
The Conscription of Youth: At What Price? To 
What End ? has been issued by the Peace Pledge 
Union as a “valuable contribution to current 
thought.” 

Copies (ld. each) are obtainable from the 
PPU, Dick Sheppard House, J Endslicigh Street, 
London, W.C.1. 


from the 


es es, e s 
Friendly Visits to 
Germany 

Following a splendid response to his sug- 
gestion of a series of friendly visits to Ger- 
many during this summer, the Rev. Leslie 
D. Weatherhead has invited World Friend- 
ship Tours, Ltd., to make the necessary 
arrangements. 

These parties will not represent any section or 
socicly or organization. They will consist solely 
of people who wunt to make friends. 

German friends will join the excursions and 
have sent numerous invitations for British 
visitors to meet them in their homes, the 
Enulish clubs and elsewhere. 

{t is suggested from headquarters that Pence 
Pledye Union members might co-operate in this 
effort as much as possible. 

Particulars ure obtainable from World 


Friendship Tours. Ltd, Wellington House, 125 
Strand, London, W.C.2. 


Protection for Government 
Olficers 

People most directly affected by the 
National Service campaign are local Gov- 
ernment ollicers because the organization 
of National Service rests mainly upon the 
local authorities. It has therefore been 
suguested that attempts be made to form a 
National Association of Local Government 
Olficers pacifist group. 

Those interested should write to William 
G. Ford, 8 Kingswood Avenue, Thornton 
Heath. 


CUT OUT FOR RETURNS 


80th June, 19839 


June 30, 1939 


A Pacifist Commentary 


Proof. that We Are Practical. 


> War 


Propaganda from B.B.C.:: Wateh— 
the West Indies 


= E must call on all peoples in all 

* countries to stop the wanton pre- 
paration for a war which is certain to 
bankrupt the world, both financially and 
morally.” These remarks were made by 
Mr. Thomas Watson (USA) in his presi- 
dential address, when opening the Congress 
of the International Chamber of Commerce 
in Copenhagen this weck. 

Feelings of a similar nature have been 
expressed recently by other commercial 
and industrial leaders. Whether actuated 
by a genuine desire to improve the lot of 
the world or the outcome of fear, they 
alone can decide. But if we accept the 
sentiments on their face value, they afford 
much encouragement. 

They show that_the pacifist case is not 
so unpractical as many would make it out 
to be, and, therefore, we should devote 
more time and attention to these matters, 
apart from individual war resistance, than 
sometimes we are tempted to do. 

Mr. Watson thought “ because the strong 
nations, as a result of their industrial, 
financial, and military resources, enjoy 
greater comforts and security than many 
of the less fortunate small nations,” they 
must assume the responsibility of adjust- 
ing international problems that will provide 
opportunities for all to enjoy their share 
of peaceful security and everything they 
need which the world produces. With all 
this in mind, he then went on to elaborate 
a scheme he thought would go a long way 
tcward solving the problems. 

e “Ve 

Humanity First 

MIB. WATSON snggested “that the six 
4 or seven leading countries. of the 
world should each appoint a committee uf 
economic experts to work with representa- 
tives of the Governments and of .business 
to make a thorough study of their country 
from the standpoint of their needs, and 
what they would like to get from other 
countries, and what they would like to 
contribute to other countries to the mutual 
advantage of all.” Which sounds, as far 
as it goes, good common sense. 

Unfortunately, there is one grave omis- 
sion. No mention has been made of the 
ordinary man and woinan. 

When Governments and business’ men 
confer, usually their claims are overlooked. 
Therefore, if all the vexatious difliculties 
confronting the world today are to be 
tackled and successfully surmounted, they 
must be approached with an understanding 
of their full social implication. The fiscal 
and economic aspects must take second 
place. 

To think. in terms of taril[s (cowards’ 
castles they have been aptly called) on 
the one hand, or of free trade and laissez- 
faire on the other, will be asking for 
failure. Neither of these courses is capable 
of providing the elixir the world so 
urgently needs today. 

They belong to a past civilization, one 


which has been almost overwhelmed by its 


own devices already. Bold and imagina- 
tive measures are now wanted. A new 
world social order, based on justice and 
the acceptance of a common heritage, must 
be envisaged. The bounty and wealth of 
the universe must be harnessed for the 
advantage and use of all mankind; and 
not directed again for sectional and petty 
ends. 


Conflict in China 


THE Japanese have continued this week 

to embarrass the British Government, 
and the latter seems to have done very 
little in the way of attempting to straighten 
things out. Now two more treaty ports, 
Foochow and Wenchow, the Japanese 
propose to occupy and have asked British, 
American and other foreign shipping and 
nationals to leave by noon Thursday 
(yesterday). 

The British authorities have already 
declared that they do not intend to comply 
with the request, because as these are 
treaty ports, they have every right to use 
them without restriction. Here is an 
impasse developing of a very ugly type. 
Because China is so far away we must not 
dismiss it as being out of sight, out of 


mind, As we pointed out in these notes 
last week, we have no more right in China 
than have the Japanese, and the present 
troubles are the consequences of rival 
impcrialisms. 

No apology is needed for underlining 
this, because only when this country 
understands the real dangers of a system 
which has to depend for its existence upon 
force will it be willing to consider alterna- 
tives which would carry no greater risks. 


Radio Propaganda 

HE Government, by its insidious propa- 
ganda, is exploiting the strength of 

human feeling to a degree which must 02 

revolting to all decent-minded people, 

unless the subtlety of it has deceived them. 

A typical example, as well as a glaring 
one, was when all the terror and horror 
of an air raid was broadcast in order to 
stimulate recruitment for national defence. 
The BBC had made it so realistic—in 
co-operation with the Government—that it 
had been necessary to warn the public for 
several nights prior to the performance 
that it was only an “imaginary” attack 
and that if anyone was at all nervous, it was 
best not to listen. 

The Sunday night “ National Roll Call” 
was another attempt to make the country 
war conscious. The idea of playing one 
area off against another, is a very old 
dodge. 

“Wind Up” 
HEN the Radio Times (23/6/39) carries 
an announcement inquiring, “Is your 
Set Doing its Job?” and finally enjoining, 
“Make sure your set is doing its job!” 
The reason for this sudden interest in 
wireless sets is to have them ready for 
war instructions, should the occasion arise. 

Shelley was right when he wrote: 

Power, like a desolating pestilence, 

Pollutes whate’er it touches; and obedience, 

Bane of all genius, virtue, freedom, truth, 

Makes slaves of men, and of the human fraine 

A mechanized automaton. 

Returning to the mock air raid broad- 
cast, the Duily Mail (which declared that 
it was “to put the wind up you—as ARP 
propaganda”) reported that “all the cata- 
clysmic sounds of this mimic air raid... 
were on wax records taken out of the 
Effects Library at Broadcasting House.” 

The reporter described the atmosphere 
in which the broadcasters produced ~ the 
nerve-wracking programme as being “as 
calm and collected and austerely BBC us 
you please"! 


Not Cricket 
"THE West Indies have been very promin- 
a ently in the news this week, but the 
main interest seems to have been confined, 
in this country, to the cricket match at 
Lord’s. Therefore, it may be appropriate 
to direct attention to facts which arise 
through the unrest among the unemployed 
in Kingston, also occurring this week. 
The Legislature has already taken steps 
to promote a Bill which will prohibit 
assemblies and processions. The Captain 
General, Sir Arthur Richards, addressing 
the Council of the Legislature, said, “ it 
was contemptible (referring to the demon- 
strators) to play on the fears, suspicions, 


and ignorance of the workers in order to 
provoke them to violence. If the truth 
had been made plain to the working 
classes there would have been no dis- 
orders,” 

The workers in Jamaica, as in every 
other colony, do not want the “truth”. 
made plain to them when it is so one-sided. 
Give them the right to determine their 
own affairs, and facilities to raise the 
standard of life, and the truth will auto~ 
matically follow, as well as the disappear- 
ance of the cause of all the fears and 
suspicions. 

The Government has not paid the atten. 
tion that it should to these long festering 
sores, It has an early opportunity of 
indicating to the colonial workers of the , 
West Indies that it intends to give them 
both a “square deal and a square meal,’ 
as there is a report almost ready for cone 
sideration from the Commission which 
recently returned from these colonies. 


“ Patriotic ” Interests 


SiR JOHN SIMON has made a volte-face 
on several occasions, in the House of 
Commons, during the concluding stages of 
the Budget discussion. Admittedly, he has 
done so with considerable grace, thanks-~ 
largely to his legal dexterity. But the fact 
remains that he has had to change his plans. 
It is worth recording, because it shows 
what pressure big business can bring to 
bear upon the Government. The Film and 
Cinema Trades were so patriotic in their 
agitation that they threatened (as indeed 
they did, up to a point) to withhold and « 
destroy Alms depicting the fuller details of 
the royal tour. 


This proves to what lengths vested in-} , 


terests will go when attacked. Yet many ! 
readers will recall how their patriotism | 
has been challenged when giving out hand- 
bills in front of a cinema showing The 
Warning ! There is the contrast ! ; 
An imperialist has been described as, *: 
“Someone who wants you to give your life 
for his country.” Without desiring to be ° 


‘ 


uncharitable, such a definition does not .° 


look so very wide of the mark! 


Preference for Truth ? 


S!8 KINGSLEY WOOD spcuking at the 

Empire Press Union conference, on 
Monday said he was not an admirer of the 
methods and kind of propaganda that are 
being served out today by certain other 
countries (hinting at Germany and Italy) 
and would prefer to rely upon a free press 
and a constant supply of facts and truth 


. 


which, in the end, will win their own way ,° 


and be accepted and respected. H 


r 


Compare Sir Kingsley’s statement to-ty4 


another one, which was made by Mr. Gedye 


¢ 


(of Fallen Bastions fame) in a letter to the °‘s 


New Statesman. The latter writes: “One! 
cannot become a foreign correspondent of 
The Times without pledging oneself not to 
express oneself either in outside articles or 
books without the approval of that news- 
paper.” 

All things considered it looks as if a 
heavy premium is being placed on assert- 
ing the facts these days! 

This commentary, in common with other 
contributions appearing in “ Peace Nows,” '* 
mus! not be assumed necessarily t> -2pre-, 
sent the views of the Peace Pledge Union. 
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